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God’s Hand In The South Pacific 


A Book Review ... By Rev. Gerald B. 


Wiarod 





IX keeping with the standards and traditions maintained by the Fleming H. Revell 

Company for more than a half century in the field of religious publications .. . 
they have just released from their presses one of the most remarkable volumes pro- 
duced during the war now in progress. It is primarily a book of miracles . . . a rec- 
ord of answered prayer, ... a compilation of special providences . . . the testimony 
of a good man who has seen God's hand repeatedly revealed in the Pacific theater 
of war. It contains an inspiring message for Christians whose prayers are daily as- 
cending for the protection of their sons and daughters in the service. 





No story brought back from any field 
of battle surpasses that of Chaplain W. 
Wyeth Willard’s, for heroism, gallantry 
and faith in God’s providential care. 
There is something on almost every 
page to remind one of Psalms 103.12, 
“Like as a father pitieth his children, so 
the Lord pitieth them that fear him.” The 
title of the book, “THE LEATHERNECKS 
COME THROUGH.” fails to convey its 
unique and deeply spiritual contents. 


Chaplain Willard reproduces the fol- 
lowing statement from a little notebook 
found on the body of a serviceman killed 
in action in the South Pacific, to illustrate 
the prevailing religious attitude of the 
American soldier: 





“This is the time for a new revel- 
ation. People don’t think much 
about religion nowadays. Bui we 
need a voice from on High, 
brother, and I don’t mean maybe. 
This thing has got out of human 
ability to run. I’m no religious fa- 
natic. But we are in a situation 
where something better than hu- 
man brains has got to give us ad- 
vice.” 











“It is not my purpose to give an ac- 
curate, day-by-day account of the Battle 





for the Solomon Islands and Tarawa.” 
says the Author. “I shall content my- 
self with recording some of the things I 
saw and heard aboard ship, in camp, in 
assault on fireswept beaches, and at 
the front, where death rode the skies or 
lay in ambush in the jungles. But the 
story would be incomplete if I did not 
also say something of the measureless 
Christian devotion which animated so 
many of my comrades and of the power 
of the gospel which so often manifested 
itself in the lives of the marines who 
had learned it in their youth and in 
bringing others to the feet of Him who 
once had been a stranger. For the lit- 
tle part I was privileged to play in this 
great drama I thank God.” 


x ie oa 

6¢ AS a man new to the service, its 

customs, traditions, and fighting 
spirit: as a man of peace, unfamiliar 
with the tragedies, ugliness and cor- 
ruption of war, Chaplain Willard 
plunged suddenly into the midst of what 
is perhaps as violent, as nerve-wracking, 
and as soul-searing an experience as 
has been the lot of any man to face. 
Into his hands was placed the spiritual 
welfare of some five thousand officers 
and men. 


“Types and ideas, thoughts and be- 
liefs, problems and questions that could 
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never have been a part of the experi- 
ences of the pastor of a church, or the 
head of a summer camp for boys and 
girls, became suddenly the daily re- 
sponsibility of this man, accustomed to 
the quiet, well-ordered life of a New 
England pastorate. 


“How Chaplain Willard reacted to 
this new environment, how he adjusted 
himself to the life that war had imposed 
on him, and how he accepted the re- 
sponsibilities of his office are told here 
in plain words and through the eyes of 
a man whose utter devotion to his be- 
liefs, whose unselfishness and all-con- 
suming desire to serve not only his God, 
but his country, proved an inspiration, 
and in many cases salvation, to hun- 
dreds of the marines whose Chaplain 
he was.” 


(These are the words of Cornelius P. 
Van Ness ... Lieutenant Colonel, United 
States Marine Corps.) 


* * * 


ag behavior and benevolence of 
“ Willard at Tarawa, Gavutu, Tanam- 
bogo, Tulagi and Guadalcanal sym- 
bolize the highest and best of evangeli- 
cal Christian Chaplaincy in the Ameri- 
can armed forces. His is the type of 
service that Christian fathers, mothers, 
wives and sweethearts back home, ap- 
preciate more than words can explain. 
For heroic devotion to the needs of men 
entrusted to his care, he was awarded 
the Navy Legion of Merit Medal... 
with a citation by Admiral Chester 
Nimitz. 


After six months in actual combat— 
a record for any Chaplain, he was 
obliged to spend approximately nine 


months in the hospital, recovering from | 


malaria, dysentery and dengue fever 
contracted on the Solomons. “I feel I 
owe my life today to the grace of God 
and to the prayers of my friends,” he 
declares. “I FEEL CONFIDENT IT WAS 
THE PRAYERS OF MY FRIENDS THAT 
BROUGHT ME THROUGH THE BAT- 
TLES OF THE SOLOMONS AND 
TARAWA.” 


He continues: “In the early history of 


—Turn To Page 22. 
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sk ‘nano is a,spirit in man: and the in- 
spiration of the Almighty giveth 
them understanding.” Job 32:8. 


Prophecy is a fact. Men and women 
of exceptional spiritual insight and in- 
tuitive powers have risen to proclaim 
prophetic messages in every age. They 
have been able to preindicate coming 
events with remarkable accuracy. This 
has been particularly true in times of 
stress, sorrow and _ suffering—epochs 
when large numbers of people have 
wondered what to expect next! 


A distinguished Christian writer said 
long ago: “The prophets may be angels, 
devils, men, women, children or heathen; 
nor is it necessary that a man should 
be gifted with any particular disposition 
in order to receive the light of prophecy 
provided his intellect and sense be 
adapted for making manifest the things 
which God reveals to him.” 


Skeptics, approaching the subject of 
prophecy for the first time, have been 
astounded by the far-seeing predictions 
of famous poets, philosophers, historians 
and statesmen. It is impressive to the 
beginner, for instance, to discover that 
Benjamin Franklin foresaw the use of 
parachute troops in future wars... 
that the French Revolution was predicted 
over four hundred years in advance 
... that John Huss prophecied the com- 
ing of Martin Luther and the unfolding 
of the Protestant Reformation ... that 
in 1856 Andrew Jackson Davis an- 
nounced the appearance of motor cars 
and airships . .. that Rasputin pro- 
claimed in advance, the death of the 
Russian statesman, Stolypin . . . that 


Anton Johanson described as far back 
as 1914 the air battles now raging in 
continental Europe and the British Isles 
. . . that Count Leo Tolstoy anticipated 
the terrors of the Commanist revolution 
in Russia ... ad infinitum. 


While it is true that hundreds of secu- 
lar prophecies have been recorded. none 
are on the same level or comparable 
with those of the inspired Scriptures. 
From the viewpoint of collateral reading, 
these prognostications deserve an im- 
portant place in literature but differ en- 
tirely from the revelations contained in 
the Word of God. Whereas the secular 
prophet depends upon human wisdom in 
anticipating future developments, the 
Bible reveals truth from the ultimate 
Source. Moreover, the Person of the Lord 
Jesus Christ in His pre-existence, incar- 
nation, life, death, resurrection, ascen- 
sion and second coming is the great 
central Theme of all prophetical Scrip- 
ture. 


Secular prophecies are often remark- 
able and well worth studying. As previ- 
ously suggested, history is replete with 
instances where men have been able to 
forecast important events. For instance 
. . - William Lilly, an Englishman, an- 
nounced the London plague of 1665 and 
the disastrous fire of 1666, approximately 
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seventeen years ahead of schedule. So 
accurate was his prognosis, that British 
authorities examined him to determine 
whether or not he may have possessed 
something more than prophetical knowl- 
edge regarding the origin of the trage- 
dies. William Lilly was exonerated. 


It was in 1648 that he wrote these 
words: “There will then, either in or 
about these times, or near that year, or 
within ten years more or less of that 
time, appear in this kingdom so strange 
a revolution of fate, so grand a catastro- 
phe and great mutation unto this mon- 
archy and government, as never yet 
appeared; of which as the times now 
stand, I have no liberty or encourage- 
ment to deliver my opinion—only, it will 
be omnious to London, unto her mer- 
chants at sea, to her traffique on land, 
to her poor, to all sorts of people inhabit- 
ing in her or her liberties, BY REASON 
OF SUNDRY FIRES AND A CONSUM- 
ING PLAGUE.” 


Ten other secular prophecies await 
our consideration in the present treatise 
- « » but by way of parenthesis, let us 
briefly examine two major schools of 
prophetical thought that relate to the 
doctrine of the Second Coming of Christ. 


* * * 


Y=" Bible-believing Christian cher- 
ishes Acts 1:10-11 as the peak- 
promise and focal point of Old and New 
Testament prophecy having to do with 
Christ’s return: ; 


“KAnd while they looked stedfastly to- 
ward heaven as he went up, behold, two 


—Turn To Page 4. 
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men stood by them in white apparel; 
Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, 
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? 
this same Jesus, which is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven.” 


L 


Dr. William E. Blackstone, that prince 
of Bible teachers, defined the PRE-MIL- 
LENNIAL DOCTRINE of the Second Com- 
ing of Christ as follows: 


“We cannot believe that the Apostles 
were mistaken, and consequently not 
inspired upon this theme, nor that they 
and all the early Christians mocked 
themselves with false hopes in regard 
to the Pre-Millennial coming of Christ. 
They watched and waited for the return 
of our Lord, as a sure event, the hour 
of which none but the Father knew, but 
which had been enjoined upon them as 
certain and imminent. And as they 
passed away to the unseen domain of 
Paradise, they have left us the written 
Word, their reiterated traditions (teach- 
ings handed down), and their great 
hope. So we take up their vigil, hope- 
fully watching, not daring to say that He 
will come tomorrow, nor a thousand 
years hence, but only this are we sure 
of, He may come NOW.” 


The term Pre-Millennialism is com- 
paratively new. For centuries no such 
word was needed in the theological vo- 
cabulary. The rise of Post-Millennial 
thought made its appearance necessary. 
It is used to define the view held by the 
early Church that Christ would return, 
in fulfillment of Bible prophecy, and es- 
tablish His reign upon the earth. This 
hope was precious to saints in Apostolic 
times and has, during Church history, 
sustained martyrs called to make the 
supreme sacrifice. 


Best Biblical scholarship accepts Pre- 
Millennial truth as a vital ingredient of 
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the Gospel message. It does not depend 
upon isolated texts but is rather sup- 
ported by the whole trend of prophetical 
revelation given in the Scriptures. Its ad- 
vocates have always been defenders 
of all major fundamental doctrines and 
leaders in the field of Christian evangel- 
ism. The term “thousand years” appears 
several times in the book of Revelation. 
This fact gives rise to the word “Mil- 
lennium,” which stems from the words 
“mille” (meaning thousand) and “annus” 
(meaning year or years). 


Old and New Testament prophecies 
synchronize in promoting the Millennial 
expectancy. Hundreds of texts coordinate 
to teach emphatically and inferentially 
that our Lord will return in triumph to in- 
augurate the golden age of which 
philosophers have dreamed and poets 
written. 


A well known author of theological 
works, says: “The days of Noah and 
those of Lot prefigure our time-end, there- 
by harmonizing with parabolic and 
didactic teaching. The field of wheat and 
tares, the flock of sheep and goats, the 
net of good and bad fish prove that evil 
is not minimized as the age approaches 
its consummation. Accordingly, the last 
days, and the latter times are vividly 
sketched in their woeful degeneracy. 
Therefore, Pre-Millennialism holds out no 
hope of a converted world before the re- 
turn of Christ.” 


IL. 


The authority just quoted, defines the 
POST-MILLENNIAL DOCTRINE of the 
second coming of Christ as follows: 


“There is an absence in the New Tes- 
tament of any hint or allusion, what- 
ever, to the universal triumph of the 
Church in this age upon the earth, thus 
making the Millennium, which is a 
triumphal period for the people of God, 
absolutely impossible until the transla- 
tion of the Church at Christ’s coming 
and her return with Him in glorious 
manifestation. 


“Daniel Whitby of England is general- 
ly regarded as the father of the modern 
Post-Millennial theory. This idea, Bishop 
Henshaw calls ‘a novel doctrine, un- 
known to the Church for the space of 
sixteen hundred years, and then ad- 
vanced by the Rev. Dr. Whitby.’ Whitby 
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calls his theory a ‘new hypothesis,’ and 
explains that his scheme of interpreta- 
tion is ‘framed according to it.’” 


In criticism of the Post-Millennial 
theory, Dr. Blackstone says: 


“Rbout the year seventeen hundred a 
new error crept into the Church to-wit, 
Post-Millennialism. This was instituted 
by Daniel Whitby, an English divine, or 
proclaimed by him as a new hypothesis, 
namely, that the Church would prosper 
and extend until the world should be 
converted, and this triumph of the 
Church would constitute the Millennium; 
and that Jesus would not come until aft- 
er the Millennium. 


“No wonder he ‘calls it a ‘new hy- 
pothesis,’ for he himself bears testi- 
mony in his ‘Treatise on Traditions’ that 
the doctrine of the Millennium, or the 
reign of Saints on earth a thousand 
years, passed among the best of Chris- 
tians for two hundred and fifty years, 
for a tradition apostolical, and as such 
is delivered by many fathers of the sec- 
ond and third century, who speak of it 
as the tradition of our Lord and His 
apostles.” — 


A long line of witnesses, including 
Hermas, Justin and the Martyrs, Luther, 
Melanchthon, Mede, Milton, Burnett, 
Isaac Newton, Watts, the Moravians, the 
Wesleys, Toplady and a host of other 
illustrious characters have borne testi- 
mony to the truth of the Pre-Millennial 
coming of Christ. It is solemnly incum- 
bent upon us to respect and promulgate 
this doctrine, which eminent Christian 
Fathers have taught with such convic- 
tion and clarity. 


* * * 


this premise established let us 

now consider, in rapid succession, 

ten secular prophecies chosen at ran- 

dom from the large assortment now ex- 
tant. 


FIRST .. . JOHN HUSS 
Because John Huss of Bohemia cried 
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out against the wickedness of his day, 
condemning both political and ecclesias- 
tical crimes, he was framed by authori- 
ties and sentenced to ignominious death. 
The year of his execution, 1415, found 
Europe in pitch darkness! As he was 
led away to be burned at the stake, the 
following immortal prophecy, in antici- 
pation of the coming of Martin Luther, 
fell from his lips: 


“Today you burn a goose (the Bo- 
hemian word meaning Huss), but from 
my ashes a swan will arise, whom you 
will not be able to burn.” 


SECOND ... COUNT LEO TOLSTOY 


Russia’s most distinguished secular 
prophet was Count Leo Tolstoy. Born in 
1828, leaving this life in 1910, he reached 
the ripe old age of 82. It was during the 
year 1894, that he penned his famous 
“Essay on Christianity and Patriotism,” 
predicting internal revolution, terrorism 
and chaos, within the borders of his 
Country: 


“And hundreds of thousands of —_ 
kindly folk, torn from peaceful toil and 
from their wives, mothers and children, 
and with murderous weapons in their 
hands, will trudge wherever they may 
be driven ... They will march, freeze, 
suffer from hunger, and fall ill. Some 
will die of disease, and some will at last 
come to the place where men will kill 
them by the thousand. And they too, 
without themselves knowing why, will 
murder thousands of others whom they 
had never before seen, and who had 
neither done nor could do them any 
wrong... 


“Bnd so once again men will have 
been made savage, ferocious, and 
brutal: and love will wane from the 
world, and the Christianizing of mankind 
which had begun will be retarded again 
for scores or hundreds of years.” 


In 1904 Tolstoy published a prophecy 
entitled “Bethink Yourself!” which point- 
ed toward the present war and enumer- 
ated many of the implements of destruc- 
tion now being used: 


“Shall we perhaps invent even more 
dreadful means of destruction — bal- 
loons with bombs filled with suffocat- 
ing gases which men will shower on 
each other from above? Whatever may 
be invented, every state would furnish 
itself with similar weapons of destruc- 
tion .. . We are rushing on towards the 
Precipice, and cannot stop but are 
tumbling over it. 
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“No rational man ... can help seeing 
that there is no practical way out: that 
it is impossible to devise any alliance 
or organization that can save us from 
the destruction into which we are un- 
controllably rushing. 


“Quite apart from the economic prob- 
lems which became more and more com- 
plex, the mutual relations of states arm- 
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ing against one another and the wars 
that are ready at any moment to 
break out, clearly indicate the unavoid- 


able destruction awaiting so-called 
civilized humanity.” 
THIRD .. . JOANNA SOUTHCOTT 


About the middle of the eighteenth 
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century, there was born in England, a 
woman who has been described as “the 
greatest prophetess ever to come out of 
the British Isles.” Practically all of her 
predictions were written in verse and 
dealt with severe trials like those through 
which the nations are now passing. But 
some pointed toward a better day — the 
age of Millennial glory, as expressed 
in these lines: 


For a new earth shall then appear, 
Like Eden’s garden watered here. 
And peace and plenty shall be found, 
-And every heart in Me be crowned. 


Strange as it may seem .. . Joanna 
Southcott’s most famous prophecy has 
never been read. She placed the docu- 
ment in a sealed box and directed that 
it be opened during a time of great peril 
to England, in the presence of twenty- 
four of her followerg and twenty-four 
Bishops of the Church of England. Per- 
sons who attach importance to the South- 
cott prophecies expect some extraordi- 
nary manifestation of supernatural power 
when the seal is broken. They believe 
that nothing else will save England from 
utter ruin. 


The sealed box was brought out in 
1918 at the request of the Bishops of the 
Church of England. But when they re- 
fused to comply with all of the condi- 
tions set forth by Joanna Southcott, her 
followers refused to proceed farther. If 
the sacred chest has been opened dur- 
ing England‘s perilous experiences of 
recent months, no public announcement 
resulted. 

FOURTH ... BISHOP GEORGE 

BERKELEY 

Bishop George Berkeley's life-span em- 
braced the years 1684-1753. He was the 
Poet-Prophet of America’s future. The 
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following poem, called “Prophecy of 
America” — particularly the third verse, 
reflects the general trend of his prog- 
nostications. 


There shall be sung another golden age, 
The rise of empire and arts, 

The good and great inspiring epic rage, 
The wisest heads and noblest arts. 


Not such as Europe breeds in her decay: 
Such as she bred when fresh and 
young, 
When heavenly flame did animate her 
clay, 
By future poets shall be sung. 


Westward the course of empire takes 
its way: 
The first four acts already past, 
A fifth shall close the drama with the 
day: 
Time’s noblest offspring is the last. 


FIFTH ... ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS 


The year 1856 found Andrew Jackson 
Davis with pen in hand, writing of com- 
ing automobiles, railroad trains, air- 
planes and present-day methods of 
transportation and communication. The 
following is an abridgement of his arti- 
cle entitled “The Penetralia:” 


“Carriages and traveling saloons on 
country-roads—sans horses, sans steam, 
sans any visible motive power, moving 
with greater speed and safety than at 
present. Carriages will be moved by a 
strange and beautiful and simple ad- 
mixture of aqueous and atmospheric 
gasses — so easily condensed, so simply 
ignited, and so imparted by a machine 
somewhat resembling our engines, as 
to be entirely concealed and manage- 
able between the forward wheels. These 
vehicles will prevent many embarrass- 
ments now experienced by persons liv- 
ing in thinly-populated territories. The 
first requisite for these land-locomotives 
will be good roads, upon which, with 
your engine, without your horses, you 
may travel with great rapidity. 


“I find only one thing necessary in 
order to have aerial navigation, viz: The 
application of this contemplated superior 
motive power, which is even now in 
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process of discovery and elimination. 
This power will come. It will not only 
move the locomotive on the rail, and the 
carriage on the country-road, but aerial 
cars also, which will move through the 
sky from country to country: and their 
beautiful influence will produce a uni- 
versal brotherhood of acquaintance. 


“These improvements and discoveries 
will refresh the soul, give it leisure and 
prepare it for a natural voyage to post- 
mundane climes. A glorious period is 
before mankind. It will-be a kind of ma- 
terial heaven—a preparation for the 
Spiritual Harmonium. Fall in love with 
the new dispensation. Have intelligent 
confidence in the advancement of the 
material world.” 


SIXTH . . . BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 


Through the telescope of prophecy, 
Benjamin Franklin saw parachute troops 
appearing on the horizon of time and 
this fact caused him to write: 


“Five thousand balloons, capable of 
raising two men each, could not cost 
more than five ships of the line; and 
where is the prince who can afford so 
to cover his country with troops for its 
defense as that ten thousand men de- 
scending from the clouds might not in 
many places do an infinite deal of mis- 
chief before a force could be brought 
together to repel them?” 


SEVENTH . . . SAMUEL JOHNSON 


The prophetical writings of Samuel 
Johnson contain vivid descriptions of the 
air machine, both as a means of trans- 
portation and an instrument of destruc- 
tion. His narrative on “The History of 
Rasselas,” written in 1759, contains these 
words: 


“But what would be the security of 
the good, if the bad could at pleasure 
invade them from the sky? Against an 
army sailing through the clouds, neither 
walls, nor mountains, nor seas could af- 
ford any security. A flight of northern 
savages might hover in the wind, and 
light at once with irresistible violence 
upon the capital of a fruitful region that 
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was rolling under them. Even this val- 
ley, the retreat of princes, the abode of 
happiness, might be violated by the 
sudden descent of some of the naked 
nations that swarm on the coast of the 
southern sea.” 


EIGHTH . . . GREGORY RASPUTIN 


Rasputin earned for himself the title, 
“Holy devil of Russia.” A monk, pos- 
sessing strange Satanic powers, he 
gained entrance to the Kremlin and vir- 
tually dominated the family of the late 
Czar. The date of his birth is unknown 
but he died in the year 1916. His ability 
to turn the next page of history demon- 
strates the fact of inspiration from evil 
sources. 


The following recorded utterances of 
this man are taken from the book, “The 
Fall of the Russian Monarchy,” by Sir 
Bernard Pares, published in 1939: 


“In the remarkable book entitled 
DAYS by the brilliant young conserva- 
tive, Shulgin, Rasputin’s host relates to 
the author how he entertained him there. 
As Stolypin drove through the crowd 
after the imperial couple, Rasputin calls 
out, ‘Death is after him! Death is driv- 
ing behind him!’ and through the night 
he is heard muttering the same thought 
aloud. Stolypin is killed next day.” 


“Let Papa (the Tsar) not plan war: for 
with war will come the end of Russia 
and yourselves, and you will lose to the 
last man.”  Rasputin’s telegram to 
Vyrubova on eve of World War. 


“There is an _ extraordinary letter 
which Simanovitch has attributed to 
him (Rasputin), written at this time /1916). 
It is headed ‘The Spirit of Gregory 
Efimovitch Rasputin-Novykh of the vil- 
lage of Pokrovskoe.’ 


“I write, (says Rasputin) and leave be- 
hind me this letter at St. Petersburg. I 
feel that I shall leave life before Janu- 
ary 1. I wish to make known to the Rus- 
sian people, to the Papa, to the Russian 
Mother and to the Children, to the land 
of Russia, what they must understand. 
If I am killed by common assassins, and 
especially by my brothers the Russian 
peasants, you, Tsar of Russia, have noth- 
ing to fear, remain on your throne and 
govern, and you, Russian Tsar, will 
have nothing to fear for your children, 
they will reign for hundreds of years in 
Russia. But if I am murdered by boyars 
(nobles) and if they shed my blood, their 
hands will remain soiled with my blood, 
for twenty-five years they will not wash 





their hands from my blood. They will 
leave Russia. Brothers will kill brothers, 
and they will kill each other and hate 
each other, and for twenty-five years 
there will be no nobles in the country. 
Tsar of the land of Russia, if you hear 
the sound of the bell which will tell you 
that Gregory has been killed, you must 
know this: if it was your relations who 
have wrought my death then no one of 
your family, that is to say none of your 
children or relations, will remain alive 
for more than two years. They will be 
killed by the Russian people. I go and 
feel in me the divine command to tell 
the Russian Tsar how he must live if I 
have disappeared. You must reflect and 
act prudently. Think of your safety and 
tell your relations that I have paid for 
them with my blood. I shall be killed. I 
am no longer among the living. Pray, 





pray, be strong, think of your blessed 
family. GREGORY.” 


NINTH ... BRIGHAM YOUNG 


This man, head of the Mormon 
Church, who directed the migration of 
his followers from the east to Utah in an 
early day, was more or less a “prophet 
of doom.” He wrote of war, revolution 
and anarchy in which religious people 
would be special targets for persecu- 
tion. Turning to his book, “Discourses,” 
we read: 


“All that you now know can scarce- 
ly be called a preface to the sermon 
that will be preached with fire and 
sword, tempests, earthquakes, hail, rain 
and fearful destruction. What matter the 


—Turn To Page 8. 
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destruction of a few railway cars? You 
will hear of magnificent cities now idol- 
ized by the people sinking in the earth 
entombing the inhabitants. The sea will 
heave itself beyond its bounds engulfing 
many cities. Famine will spread over 
the nations, and nation will rise against 
nation, kingdom against kingdom, states 
against states, in our own country and in 
foreign lands.” 


TENTH ... COUNT LOUIS HAMON 


Count Louis Hamon used the pen 
name “Cherio.” His messages, ferreting 
out the future, attracted attention through- 
out Europe. He became the intimate of 
the heads of governments. A. very high 
percentage of his predictions proved ac- 
curate. 


The first time he met Lord Kitchener, 
then an unknown Colonel in the British 
army, Hamon told him: “You will some 
day head the English army in its great- 
est-war of history.” Kitchener was made 
Minister of War at the beginning of the 
World War. 


Seven years elapsed before these two 
men met again. This time Hamon an- 
nounced: “Seven years ago I told you 
that you would head the English army 
in a great war. I now elaborate and tell 
you what I see. You will have heavy 
responsibility of that war, beginning in 
1914. You will not meet death on the 
battlefield, as a soldier might anticipate, 
but you will die by disaster at sea in 
your sixty-sixth year.” 


Kitchener attached grave importance 
to the prediction and became an ex- 
pert swimmer. His ship encountered a 
mine or torpedo enroute to Russia during 
1917 and he perished in the icy waters 
of the North Sea— at the age of sixty- 
six. 


Nine months before the sinking of the 
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Titanic, Hamon warned W. T. Stead, 
editor of the “English Review of Re- 
views,” that he would die by drowning 
in April of the following year. Stead went 
down on the Titanic. 


On April 29, 1900, Hamon was pre- 
sented to King Humbert of Italy at the 
Quirinal Palace in Rome. The only ques- 
tion the King asked him was the date of 
his death. Hamon told him it would be 
exactly three months from then. King 
Humbert was assassinated July 29, 1900 
by the anarchist Bresci at Monza. 


* * * 


T= chain of secular prophecy seems 

almost endless. Our studies of 
Nostradamus, Mother Shipton, Thomas 
Gray, William Blake, Victor Hugo, 
Goethe, Heine, Alfred Tennyson, John 
Ballou Newbrough, George Washing- 
ton’s Prophecy, the Polish Prophecy re- 
leased by the Polish Press Bureau of 
London in 1940, and others, must be re- 
served for a future time. 


Pre-Millennial students of God’s Word 
have for centuries described the rise of 
the Antichrist during the end-time of this 
age, accompanied by a climactic world- 
wide struggle called Armageddon, the 
establishment of an international polliti- 
cal and ecclesiastical system of gov- 
ernment, the Rapture of the Saints, the 
final “Great Tribulation” (see Matthew 
24:21)... to be followed by the personal 
return of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


While secular prophets have here and 
there caught prophetic glimpses into the 
future, only the inspired Scriptures re- 
veal the OVER ALL PICTURE, THE 
GREAT PANORAMA OF EVENTS, re- 
lating to men, nations and the consum- 
mation of the age in which we live. 


(Note: This article is being reprinted 
in pamphlet form.) 
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Heening Christmas 


Henry Van Dyke. 





i IS a good thing to observe Christmas 

Day. The mere marking of times and 
seasons, when men agree to stop work 
and make merry together, is a wise and 
wholesome custom. It helps one to feel 
the supremacy of the common life over 
the individual life. But there is a better 
thing than the observance of Christmas 
day, and that is... keeping Christmas. 


Are you willing to forget what you 
have done for other people, and to re- 
member what other people have done 
for you: to ignore what the world owes. 
you, and to think what you owe the 
world; to put your rights in the back- 
ground, your duties in the middle dis- 
tance, arid your chances to do a little 
more than your duty in the foreground; 
to see that your fellowmen are just as. 
real as you are, and try to look behind 
their faces to their hearts hungry for joy; 
to own that probably the only good rea- 
son for your existence is not what you 
are going to get out of life; to close your 
book of complaints against the manage- 
ment of the universe, and look around 
you for a place where you can sow a 
few seeds of happiness—are you willing 
to do these things even for a day? THEN 
YOU CAN KEEP CHRISTMAS. 


Are you willing to stoop down and 
consider the needs and desires of little 
children: to remember the weakness and 
loneliness of people who are growing 
old: to stop asking how much your 
friends love you, and ask yourself 
whether you love them enough; to bear 
in mind the things that other people have 
to bear in their hearts; to try to under- 
stand what those who live in the same 
house with you really want, without 
waiting for them to tell you: to trim your 
lamp so it will give more light and less 
smoke; to make a grave for your ugly 
thoughts and a garden for your kindly 
feelings with the gate open—are you 
willing to do these things even for a 
day? THEN YOU CAN KEEP CHRIST- 
MAS. 


Are you willing to believe that love is 
the strongest thing in the world—strong- 
er than hate, stronger than evil, stronger 
than death—and that the blessed life 
which began in Bethlehem nineteen hun- 
dred years ago is the image and bright- 
ness of the Eeternal Love? THEN YOU 
CAN KEEP CHRISTMAS. And if you 
keep it for a day ... why not always? 
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God’s Glorious Gift To You 


By Mrs. J. E. Foulston 








“For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord... Ye 
shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger.” 


“For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” 











— was no peace on earth. Rome 

dominated the world. There were no 
wars at the moment or open rebellion 
. .. but the minds and hearts of the peo- 
ple were restless. The pagan gods of all 
nations seemed weary, far away and 
impotent. The masses were calling for 
something in the religious realm—they 
knew not what! The time was opportune 
for God to give mankind a new revela- 
tion of Himself. 


The Greco-Roman world was full of 
restless, discontented spiritual yearn- 
ings. The philosophies of the Greeks did 
not satisfy. Art, music and literature 
seemed meaningless to express the emo- 
tions of the deeper nature. The legisla- 
tion and jurisprudence of the Romans 
somewhat improved living conditions, 
but failed to satisfy the heart cry of the 
people for worship. 


THE LIGHT CAME 


The philosophers of that time—and the 
world has never produced greater, cried: 
There is a light coming, but we cannot 
grasp its meaning: we cannot under- 
stand. They were like men groping in 
the dark. The prophets of the Old Testa- 
ment had told, in clarion tones that 
echoed across the centuries, of a Com- 
ing One. They had spoken eloquently 
of His Day and the glory that would 
shine forth from His majestic Personality. 
Sweet singers had produced beautiful 
Psalms about new light breaking upon 
the world’s dark horizon. 





The Light came! 


A burst of glory startled the shepherds 
on Bethlehem’s plain. Might not those 
shepherds, as they watched their flocks, 
have been talking worshipfully of the 
One Who was prophesied to come? (For 
God can come only to yearning hearts.) 


It required an angelic host to an- 
nounce the appearance of the Light of 
the World and point the lowly shepherds 
to its Source—a Babe in a manger under 
a Star. Angel voices filled heaven and 
earth with the glad refrain: “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.” 


All ages since have heard this great 
appeal. All hearts awakened by the 
Holy Spirit have received this Christmas 
Gift .. . and felt the benediction of soul 
peace and good will toward men. He 
came in such a humble way, no poor 
and impoverished soul is repulsed. He 
came to the weak and needy... the 
rich and great... all alike. He asso- 
ciated with sinners. He loves sinners. A 
CHRISTMAS GIFT TO THE WHOLE 
WORLD. 


Even the animal world was witness to 
the events of that glorious night. The 
shepherds were keeping watch over 
their flocks. God’s love for animals is 
evidenced throughout the Word. He 
made covenants that also included them. 
He even takes time to attend a sparrow’s 
funeral. 


ULTIMATE TRIUMPH ASSURED 


Christ came to transfuse the Life of 
God into the life stream of a dying hu- 
man race. He offers Eternal Life—the 
Life incarnate at Bethlehem’s manger, 
to all who will accept. He came to give 
to this earth that which blesses, uplifts 
and enriches. In the ultimate, His King- 
dom will come and His will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. And in the glori- 
ous consummation, there will be a new 
heaven and a new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness. Our dear ones 
will dwell safely—no more hunger, cold, 





suffering, sin or death. “O Lord our Lord, 
how excellent is thy name in all the. 
earth!” 


He came to fill the needs. of the age 
in which His earthly birth occurred. To 
people blindly worshipping impotent 
gods, He came to teach: There are no 
other gods before Me. He revealed to 
them the tender meaning of the Name, 
“Our Father.” To the restless and dis- 
turbed, He left His legacy of peace: My 
peace I give unto you. To the philoso- 
phers He said: I am your wisdom (See 
First Corinthians 1:30). 


No human mind has comprehended 
the wisdom or science revealed in the 
book of Job, the worship contained in 
the Psalms, the sound philosophy of the 
Proverbs, the matchless recorded say- 
ings of our Master. To the arts and music 
He became the satisfying theme and in- 
spiration. He is the heart of the greatest 
music that has touched, charmed and 
uplifted human beings. He excels the 
laws of the Romans in the incomparable 
sermon on the Mount—that which will 
govern the Kingdom age when He shall 
reign King of Kings. 


Oh, philosophers! hear Him as He 
says: “I am the light of the world,” and 
Paul, who cries: “The light hath shined 
in our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ.” 


THE GREAT ANSWER 

Thank God for our personal Christmas 
Gilt—the Christ who meets every need. 
Dear Friend . . . Will you accept this 
Gift from the Heavenly Father? Shall 
we not yield ourselves more and more 
to Him that His Life may be manifested 
through us? 


There are so many questions being 
asked today. Why? Oh, why this 
suffering? If He came to bring Life, 
Light, Peace and Joy ... Why are na- 
tions in such distress? Wars and rumors 
of-wars, bankruptcy, disasters, perils by 
land and sea and air, broken hearts, 

—Turn To Page 10. 
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broken homes, hunger, want, poverty. 


Why? 


Have you not heard the answer? It is 
because sin reigns. The Christmas Gift 
was rejected. Men refused to accept the 
King and the Kingdom. 


But, glorious fact: Some accepted 
Him in His day. Some, a “little flock,” 
have been loyal to Him in every gener- 
ation. When He cried, “It is finished,” 
the plan of salvation was completed. He 
could then pray the Father to send “An- 
other Comforter,” to make His finished 
work effective in mortal lives and abide 
with them forever. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT 


And so another Gift came into the 
world—the Holy Spirit to indwell believ- 
ers and produce new creatures in Christ 
Jesus. By no other means can the Eternal 
Life, revealed at Bethlehem, enter the 
lives of human beings. “But as many as 
received him, to them gave he power 
to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name.” Paul says: “I 
am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I 
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh 
I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself for me.” 


Jesus could not communicate His Life 
to others until after being glorified. At 
the Feast of Tabernacles, water was 
poured out to commemorate water pour- 
ing out of the wilderness rock centuries 
earlier. 


“In the last day, that great day of the 
feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If 
any man thirst, let him come unto me, 
and drink. He that believeth on me, as 
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the scripture hath said, out of his belly 
shall flow rivers of living water. (But this 
spake he of the Spirit, which they that 
believe on him should receive: for the 
Holy Ghost was not yet given; because 
that Jesus was not yet glorified.)” John 
7:37-39. 





Christmas Day 


Hark! The herald angels sing, 
Glory to the new-born King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled. 





Joyful all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies, 
With the angel host proclaim, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 


Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peacel 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all His beings, 

Risen with healing in His wings. 


Mild, He lays His glory by: 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to rise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth! 


—Charles Wesley. 


Observe that Christ was still on 
earth, having not yet been glorified. The 
Holy Ghost has not become the official 
Representative of the Eternal Trinity on 
this earth. The spirit referred to in the 
above passage was not the Holy Spirit 
of the Old Testament—of the Godhead. 
If the Holy Spirit could have given Life 
to the human race, Jesus need never 
have come to suffer and die. 


HIS GLORIFICATION 


In John 12:20-24 we read of certain 
sincere Greeks who came seeking Jesus: 





“And there were certain Greeks 
among them that came up to worship at 
the feast: The same came to Philip, 
which was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and 
desired him, saying, Sir, we would see 
Jesus. Philip cometh and telleth Andrew: 
and again Andrew and Philip tell Jesus. 
And Jesus answereth them, saying, The 
hour is come, that the Son of man should 
be glorified. Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the 
ground and die, it abideth alone: but if 
it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” 


Were Jesus on earth today, He could 
not impart Eternal Life until glorified. 





After His resurrection and glorification 
He became a quickening Spirit. The 
blessed Holy Spirit returned at Pentecost. 
The disciples were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and three thousand added to the 
Church, the body of Christ, in one day. 


(If any are confused, as was this 
teacher for years, regarding the Person, 
Presence and ministry of the Holy Spirit 
. . « lay aside all books and read the 
chapters 14 and 17 of the book of John. 
All difficulties will then vanish and the 
revealed truth be made clear.) 


TWO RACES 


Many generations are given in the 
Bible but there are only TWO BOOKS 
OF GENERATIONS: The book of the 
generation of Adam, Genesis 5:1... 
and the book of the generation of Jesus 
Christ, Matthew 1:1. 


In Adam all die. In Christ all who ac- 
cept Him are made alive. There could 
be no Last Adam until the federal Head 
of the new race was glorified. The First 
Man was a living soul. The last Adam a 
life-giving spirit. There is a wonderful 
parallel between Genesis 2:7 and John 
20:22. 


The First Adam was given Kingship 
of this earth with one restriction. He was 
tested. He failed. A sad procession fol- 
lowed the generations of Adam. Never 
was it sadder than today. We are all 
familiar with this procession. It is every- 
where. Human beings come into this life 
with a cry of pain and leave in a groan 
of death.. Between these two events are 
wrecked lives, sick bodies, selfishness, 
greed, crime, suicide,—all the fruits of 
Adam's sin. Even nature is poisoned. 
There are storms, excessive cold and 
heat, the sea moans, brooks murmur, the 
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trees sigh, animals snarl and grow! and 
howl. 


“For I reckon that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory which shall be re- 
vealed in us. For the earnest expectation 
of the creature waiteth for the manifes- 
tation of the sons of God. For the crea- 
ture was made subject to vanity, not 
willingly, but by reason of him who hath 
subjected the same in hope. Because 
the creature itself also shall be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God. 
For we know that the whole creation 
groaneth and travaileth in pain together 
unto now. And not only they, but our- 
selves also, which have the firstfruits of 
the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves, waiting for the adop- 
tion, to wit, the redemption of our body.” 
Romans 8:18-23. 


ACCEPT THE GIFT 


The bright side of the picture is the 
fact of our wonderful blessings now— 
for believers born in the book of the gen- 
eration of Jesus Christ. But not until the 
Lord returns and we receive our glori- 
fied resurrection bodies, will the fulness 
of God’s Gift be experienced. Then, 
Adam’s sad procession will be forever 
changed into happy, blissful relation- 
ships in God—world without end, Amen. 


Marvelous, transforming Gift! Let us 
not refuse the most wonderful Christmas 
Gift ever given! 


Let the beauty of Jesus 
Be seen in me; 

All His wonderful passion, 
And purity. 

O, Thou Spirit Divine, 

All my nature refine; 

Till the beauty of Jesus, 
Be seen in me. 


God’s supreme gift to the world is His 
Son. The Son’s supreme gift to mankind 
is Himself. Christianity is Christ in ex- 
pression through human personalities. 
There is an external, theological, doc- 
trinal side to our Faith. But there is also 
a deeper aspect—an inward experience 
whereby a tender glow, a flame of divine 
illumination is generated in the inner 
consciousness. No amount of human ef- 
fort, education and intellectualism can 
produce this inner light. Experiencial re- 
lationship with God results from accep- 
tance of His gift. “Christ in you the hope 
of glory,” is the way Paul stated the 


“glory” is, in reality, a "“GLOW-RY.” We 
glow with the Presence of Christ, and 
radiate the Light of the World throughout 
our environment, to the degree that we 
yield to Him—and welcome His Pres- 
ence into the throne room of our souls. 





So the Christmas message is one of 
spiritual experience! It is not enough that 
the Light of the star sent forth its gleam 
over the holy Virgin and the manger. 
The same Light must be captured, im- 
prisoned in the human soul. 
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The Great Ghor And The City Of Sodom 


Dr. J. O. Kinnaman . .. Long Beach, California 





ALESTINE is one of the oldest areas 

at present above the level of the sea. 
It was never covered by the Glaciers 
that mantled Europe, Asia and North 
America, When this condition existed in 
the northern hemisphere, Palestine was 
enjoying a mild climate. It was not ex- 
actly tropical] in all parts, but nearly so. 
This was caused by certain physical con- 
ditions peculiar to that area. 


At the time to which we refer, there 
was no Jordan river, no Sea of Galilee, 
neither was there a Dead Sea. Instead 
of these bodies of water the Ghor existed 
and was filled with fresh water. 


GEOLOGY ANSWERS 


The Reader will ask: “What is, or was, 
the Ghor?” We answer that from a 
geological standpoint, it is the DEEP- 
EST FISSURE on the face of the globe. 
This fissure, or rift, begins with the Red 
Sea that forms the Gulf of Akabah. To- 
day, this Gulf ends at Elath, but there 
was a time when it extended northward 
following the great shallow hollow 
known as the Wilderness of Zin, joining 
what is now the southern end of the 
Dead Sea. It extended northward in the 
fissure that forms the bed of the Jor- 
dan River, embraced the present Sea of 
Galilee, and on to the Waters of Merom, 
then farther northward to the southern 
base of the Lebanon Mountains. This 
rift, or Ghor, was filled with fresh water, 
not salt water. 


The water spread out over the area 





now known as the Plain of Jordan from 
mountain range to mountain range in 
such manner that when the Jordan River 
was formed, one bank was two thou- 
sand feet higher than the other. But 
today one can stand on the lower bank 
and throw a stone across to the opposite 
side. It was during this epoch that hu- 
man beings migrated near the northern 
end of the Ghor, and took up their resi- 
dence on the mountain side. 


CITIES OF THE PLAIN 


Finally what is now the Wilderness of 
Zin arose above the sea level and cut 
the Ghor in two parts: the southern 
forming the Gulf of Akabah, the other 
the so-called Dead Sea, the Jordan River, 
the Sea of Galilee and the waters of 
Merom. 


Originally the southern end of the 
Dead Sea was much farther south than 
at present, and the northern end extend- 
ed farther north than today: The north- 
ern end has filled in six miles since the 
time of Joshua, i. e., from Beth Haglah. 
This change was caused by deposits 
brought down the Jordan. The descent 
of the river from the point where it rises 
in the Lebanon Mountains to the place 
it empties into the Dead Sea is very 
steep. The word “Jordan” means “De- 
scender.” 


Rising somewhat above sea level, by 
the time the Jordan reaches the Sea of 
Galilee it is 682 feet below the surface of 
the Mediterranean. When it empties into 





full of joy. 
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the Dead Sea, it is 1,292 feet below the 
Mediterranean. The distance between 
the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea is 
just sixty miles. The Jordan has only 
been navigated by canoe once between 
the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea. The 
Dead Sea is twenty-five times more salty 
than any known portion of the oceans. 


The Dead Sea is enveloped within a 
Plain called the “Kikkar,” or “Great 
Round.” This Plain begins at Jericho 
and encloses in its circle the Dead Sea 
and all the level territory south of it. 
In this Great Round were the famous 
“Cities of the Plain’—one of which was 
Sodom. This remains a much disputed 
City, despite the fact that it is mentioned 
not less than twenty-eight times in the 
Scriptures. 


THE CATASTROPHE 


A great civilization grew up within 
the Great Round called Canaanite, of the 
Early Bronze Age. This Age is given 
the chronology of 2500 B. C. to 1800 B. 
C. The date is suggested through arti- 
facts found in that area, and the Intru- 
sion of Egyptian artifacts whose age is 
definitely established. The Plain itself 
proclaims its destruction by the release 
of forces in nature—explosions caused by 
gas accumulation, the existence of salt 
mourttains, surface sulphur which can be 
picked up even to this day, the upheaval 
and subsidence of strata, oil, asphalt, 
mountain peaks crusted with salt, and 
Jebel Usdam, a mountain actually com- 
posed of pure rock salt. 





No writer . more popular with Defender Readers 
than Dr. J. Kinnaman. His booklet on “THE 
GREAT PYRAMID" should be in every Chris- 
tian’s — - - Price 25 cents. Order from The 
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This stratum of salt extends 150 feet 
beneath the present surface, the marl 
having free lumps of sulphur, while 
other strata contain asphalt. This is a 
burned-out area of oil and asphalt, but 
shows signs of making a “come-back” to 
its semi-tropical climate. 


Bear in mind, we are studying the 
country in which important Old Testa- 
ment events took place. All experiences 
recorded in the Synoptic Gospels oc- 
curred here. The country today is much 
the same as in 2000 B. C., with the ex- 
ception of the filling in of the northern 
end of the Sea of Lut (Bahr Lut, Sea 
of Lot, the correct name for the Dead 
Sea). 


ABRAHAM APPEARS 


According to the latest authenticated 
documents, Abraham was born 2160 
B. C. in Ur of Chaldea. He was, by 
birth, a Babylonian, a subject of the 
Babylonian King. He was not born dur- 
ing the reign of the greatest monarch 
who ever sat upon a throne, Hammurabi, 
but 93 years prior to the beginning of his 
reign. Hammurabi ruled from 2067 B. 
C. to 2025 B. C. Abraham was in Pales- 
tine when this monarch came to the 
throne. Abraham and his people were a 
part of the Great Migration of the 
Hyksos. 


The catastrophe of the “Cities of the 
Plain” occurred during the seventh year 
of the reign of Hammurabi, or 2061 
B.C. This date has been determined by 
both Astronomy and Archaeology. The 
artifacts recovered belong to the Early 
Bronze Age, with the Intrusions of 
Babylonia and Egypt of the same period. 


After the destruction, the area was 
not occupied again for twenty-six hun- 
dred years. At the time of the tragedy 
Abraham was nearly one hundred years 
old, with seventy-five years ahead of 
him. He died and was buried beside 
Sarah during the year 1985 B. C. 


SINS OF SODOM 


Lot and his two daughters escaped 
from Sodom. Later each daughter bore 
a son by her own father. The boys were 
Moab and Ammon. Both became leaders 
of political factions, resulting in the 
formation of the countries known by 
their respective names. This was after 
Lot’s flight from Zoar. 


No informed person questions that 
there was a cataclysmic disturbance in 
nature affecting this part of the world, 








exactly as described in Genesis. 


Both geology and archaeology attest 
the accuracy of the record: “Then the 
Lord rained upon Sodom and upon 
Gomorrah brimstone and fire .. . He 
overthrew those cities and all the plain, 





and all the inhabitants of the cities, and 
that which grew upon the ground.” 


Jesus accepted the Genesis account as 
factual. He used the fate of the “Cities 
of the Plain” as a comparison for future 

—Turn To Page 14. 
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judgment upon the nations in the final 
climactic period of this dispensation. He 
said: “Likewise also as it was in the days 
of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they 
bought, they sold, they planted, they 
builded; But the same day that Lot went 
out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone 
from heaven, and destroyed them all. 
Even thus shall it be in the day when 
the Son of man is revealed.” Luke 17:28- 
30. 


The unspeakable sin of the people 
dwelling in the “Cities of the Plain” is 
cited in Genesis, chapter 19. Jude makes 
reference to the same conditions: “Even 
as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities 
about them in like manner, giving them- 
selves over to fornication, and going 
after strange flesh, are set forth for an 
example, suffering the vengeance of 
eternal fire.” Jude 7. 


GREAT MIGRATIONS 


At Adar in Moab was found the oldest 
Moabite temple. It is a transitional 
form between the Early Bronze and 
Middle Bronze Ages, and fits the epoch 
immediately following the destruction of 
the “Cities of the Plain.” 


In 1400 B. C. Moses led the Children 
of Israel past the very center of Moabite 
" civilization—the Kir. While penetrat- 
ing this territory, yet they touched noth- 
ing. All provisions, water and supplies 





were purchased with money. Still later 
Ruth, one of the ancestresses of Jesus, 
lived in this country ... her racial line 
stemmed from Lot, of course. 


Just what was the status of civiliza- 
tion in that area of Palestine at the time 
we are now considering? 


The people belonged to the race called 
Canaanites. They were the descendants 
of the Hyksos who migrated westward 
and came to Palestine about 2400 B. C. 
Entering Egypt by way of Gaza, they 
ruled that ¢ounty for 500 years (accord- 
ing to their own records), after deposing 
the native Pharaohs. A secondary Wave 
followed during the time of Abraham, in 
which he participated, journeying from 
Haran into Palestine. This period in 
Egypt was one of progress but we know 
little about it. 


HUMAN SACRIFICE 


In Palestine, or Canaan proper, great 


advances were made along military lines, 


but religion was at the lowest ebb of 
degeneracy—the chief tenet being human 
(child) sacrifice. This practice came 
with the First Wave of Migration. The 
center of the cult was Gezer, twenty- 
five miles northwest of Jerusalem. Here 
archaeologists found the skeletons of 
something like eleven thousand children, 
ranging in age from three days to three 
weeks . . . none younger, none older. 
This practice is reflected in the account 
of Abraham and Isaac on Mount Moriah. 
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At the time Abraham came into 
Canaan, civilization was in the transitory 
stage between Early and Middle Bronze, 
They were about to enter upon the be- 
ginning, or experimental stage of the 
Iron Age. The Hyksos (Royal Arabs) 
built the original Jericho upon which the 
later Jericho of the time of Moses rested. 
The culture of Sodom was that of the 
Transitory Epoch. Such are the arti- 
facts that have been recovered. In the 
same stratum artifacts of Egypt of 2000 
B. C. are also found. The Migrants came 
from Babylonia, and eastward, the re- 
ligion from the same source, but the 
artifactural culture was deeply in- 
fluenced by Egypt. 


The influence of Canaanitish culture 
upon the Hebrews can scarcely be esti- 
mated. It colored every phase of their 
lives, culture, and even parts of their 
religious observance. This pressure was 
not only exerted upon the Children of 
Israel, but Egypt itself, though the 
Egyptians never, in all their history, 
practiced, advocated, or even mentioned 
human sacrifice. 


It was the practice of the Canaanites 
to sacrifice the first born son and bury 
him beneath the threshold when a new 
dwelling was being erected. Children 
were likewise buried upon the erection of 
a fortress, such as Jericho. There were 
other forms of sacrifice—or degeneracy, 
just as abhorrent to modern thought as 
human sacrifice, for they amount to the 
same thing. 


In Genesis 19:4-8 we have a pertinent 
example. Lot had other daughters who 
were married, and the husbands of these 
women were present when he made the 
suggestion contained in those verses. But 
do not judge Lot too harshly, for such 
was a common practice at the time. 
Sodom led the procession of moral de- 
generacy. Still among certain wild 
tribes of earth, this is the accepted pro- 
cedure when strangers visit savages. 
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The “Cities of the Plain” disregarded 
moral rules, standards and regulations. 


There was no hope for reformation, or 
elevation to higher levels. Therefore, 


the death sentence was placed upon the 
Cities. "God’s wrath was kindled and 


judgment fell like a stroke of lightning. 


But God’s judgments are always 


clothed with mercy. His Name be praised 
that the sins of these times were blotted 
out ... and not allowed to be visited 
upon subsequent generations under the 
law of heredity. 


























~The Story 
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Jack Marduke 





Dr. John H. Dequer . . . Chicago, Illinois 





ACK MARDUKE was a social misfit, 

a sort of hybrid tramp-philosopher. 
Or, if one prefers, a blend of lumber-jack 
and agitator. He reached the turning 
point of his career during the World 
War, when he was judged guilty of op- 
posing the war effort and sentenced to a 
term in prison. He called himself an 
“inconscientious objector” so as to be 
distinguished from those who were called 
“conscientious objectors.” His antago- 
nism to war was definitely egocentric, 
while in the others it was said to be theo- 
centric. 


He frankly told the court, “The dif- 
ference between my position and that 
of the religious fellows is that they claim 
their God forbids war, while I do not 
care what He does or does not for- 
DIG Ge aces 


Such was his reasoning and it got him 
a prison term as an obstructor of the 
war effort. The crux of his economic 
philosophy lay in the words: “I have 
nothing in this world and want nothing 
from this world but that it leave me 
alone.” 


His theology, if such it could be called, 
was summed up in the words: “I live be- 
cause I am alive and when death comes 
—well, I will either know or will not 
know what it is like. If I do, I will make 


the best of it. If I don’t, well then, that’s | 


that!” 
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When not arguing, he worked faith- 
fully at any task assigned. In prison 
he obeyed the rules. He did not snitch 
on his fellow convicts, and in the course 
of a year or two gained the confidence 
of the officials so that he was made the 
prison’s gardener. Finally he became a 
trusty and as such was allowed occasion- 
ally to work on the lawns outside the 
prison walls. While so employed one 
afternoon, in late summer, he overheard 
a woman in a neighborhood garden sing- 
ing that blessed hymn: 


“The way of the Cross leads home.” 


He leaned on his rake and listened. He 
could not remember ever having heard 
the song. The tune intrigued him, but 
try as he would he could not catch a 
word beyond that one line: 


“The way of the Cross leads home.” 


Home for whom? Home where? He 
knew what theology had to say. But to 
his mind that was sour. He had neither 
belief nor disbelief in anything beyond 
the physical. He considered religion to 
be a pastime for women and children who 
had to have somewhere to go, and some- 
thing to do with their idle time. 





Briskly, he turned to his work, deter- 
mined to forget the song and its unseen 
singer — an impossible task! The words 
had taken hold and would not let go. 


His day’s work done, he returned to the 
cell and tried to read “The Call of the 
Wild,” by Jack London ... but the calb 
of the wild in the blood of the abused 
dog in London’s story found an echo in 
his soul and only served to emphasize 
the words: 


“The way of the Cross leads home.” 


It was most annoying! Why couldn’t 
he get these blamed words out of his 
mind. O well, he would go to sleep and 
tomorrow they would be forgotten. 
After all, it was only a momentary fix- 
ation of an idea. Probably it was the 
effect upon his emotional life of hear- 
ing a female voice expressing something 
connected with his dormant domestic 
complex. He had studied Freud, Brill, 
Adler and others of their type. Their 
books could be borrowed from the prison 
library. They had explanations for such 
mental quirks. And then in the midst of 
his attempt to scientifically explain him- 


—Turn To Page 16. 
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self to himself came the same refrain: 
“The way of the Cross leads home.” 


At nine o’clock the lights went out and 
he tried to sleep. He could not, for the 
line persisted to hammer in his brain. 
“Hang it all,” he said to himself, “I am 
going stir happy. I can’t dismiss even a 
set of meaningless words from my mind. 
I will count imaginary sheep. One, two, 
three, four, five ... one hundred... one 
thousand one .. . one thousand two... 
two thousand...” And then as he 
tried to rest, came the words: 


“The way of the Cross leads home.” 


“Well,” he finally concluded, “let it 
run its course. In time the brain will 
tire and I will get some sleep.” 


Having surrendered to the seemingly 
automatic repetition of the words, he 
finally fell asleep and dreamed that he 
was walking on an old skid road in west- 


ern Washington. A second growth of fir 
trees about forty years old linef either 
side of the old trail. The half rotten 
skids and rank weeds made his progress 
difficult. Overhead the sky was dark and 
threatening so that he was anxious lest 
he be overtaken by the storm. Then sud- 
denly, as if out of nowhere, the same 
voice he had heard in the afternoon in- 
toned: 


“The way of the Cross leads home.” 


As he looked among the young trees 
for the owner of the voice, he saw a 
weather-beaten signboard fastened to an 
old snag marked with hardly legible let- 
ters, “The way of the Cross twenty 
years.” Puzzling over these words he 
awoke. (His prison sentence was twen- 
ty years.) “What nonsense,” he said to 
himself, “this stretch cannot lead any- 
where. If I do full time, I will be 60 
years old when I get out. They will give 
me a cheap suit and a few dollars and 
I will go out into the world an ex- 
convict, suspected by all I contact, ex- 
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ploited by all I serve. The subconscious 
mind sure can play us tricks. I am on 
the way to a possible flophouse as my 
final home. There was no other home 
for me in the past and there won’t be 
in the future!” 


So he mused as he tramped with his 
mates to the mess hall for breakfast. 
It so happened that he was seated next 
to Charley Everhart, a religious consci- 
entious objector. As the prunes were 
being served, this man turned to him 
and said, “I know you like to read. I 
have a new book— Would you like to 
see it?” 


“What kind of a book is it?” Jack 
muttered. 


“A Bible,” Charley replied. 
“What can I learn from it?” 


“The way of the Cross,” the other re- 
plied. 


Under his breath Jack mumbled, “O 
rats!” 


Several days passed but the words re- 
mained with him no matter the task at 
which he worked, no matter what books 
he read. Again and again he heard that 
ever-recurring sentence: 


“The way of the Cross leads home.” 


He knew it was a line from a religious 
song, but why did it stick in his mind? 
He was irreligious. He knew the words 
had something to do with the Bible, but 
he thought that Book was read only by 
the old ladi¢s of both sexes! But then, 
there was this Charley Everhart over in 
cell 29. He read the Bible, yet he was no 
squab. Everyone liked him. He was 
square as a die and brave as a lion, yet 
always kind whenever there was an op- 
portunity to show kindness. “You have 
to hand it to Charley, he isn’t a panty- 
waist. And he offered to loan me his 
new Bible. I wonder why! I’ll borrow 
it and see what it has to say about con- 
ditions such as mine.” 


More than a week of restless worry 
passed before he had another opportunity 
to speak to Charley Everhart. To this 
young man’s surprise Jack said, “Would 
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it inconvenience you if I borrowed your 
Bible for a day or two?” 


“Not at all,” the other replied. “I 
have a small copy J can use in the mean- 
time. But what do you want with a 
Bible, Jack? You always impressed me 
as being a crusty old infidel.” 


“IT am,” answered Jack. “Don’t get me 
wrong. I am not tuning up for the hal- 
lelujah chorus. I want the Book to solve 
a problem.” 


“Good,” replied Charley, “if you use 
it right, you will get the answer. May I 
ask what sort of a problem you have?” 


“Well, er—oh—I don’t know,” he 
stammered. “I don’t mind telling you. 
I am bothered with a line that runs, ‘The 
way of the Cross’.” 


Charley replied, “That is, or was, ba- 
sically the problem of every man born 
into the world.” 


“That is your idea,” Jack remarked. 
“My problem is how to get that line, ‘The 
way of the Cross leads home’ out of my 
head. It has haunted me for weeks. 
There is no sense to it, that I know, but 
neither is there an end to it.” 


“Why not let those words sink into 
your heart,” Charley advised, “then they 
would not bother your head. To begin 
with, it is a heart, and not a head, affair. 
There is no end to the peace of heart 
and contentment to which that may lead. 
To your head it is only a pain. It all 
depends with what eyes you view your 
problem. Man really has two sets of 
eyes. His natural peepers which need 
glasses, and the eye single by which at 
times he catches glimpses of a world 
beyond this vale of tears. That world is 
our true home, whether we know it or 
not, and it lies at the end of that ‘way’.” 


There was no more time to talk but the 
following evening a guard brought Char- 
ley’s Bible to Jack’s cell, with’ the writ- 
ten admonition, “Confine your reading 
to John’s Gospel and Ephesians. Don’t 
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fight but let the words sink into your 
soul. They are exclusively written to 
you and for you... Charley.” 


Slowly he turned to the Gospel of 
John and thumbed through it until he 
came to the fourteenth chapter. Here he 
read, “Let not your heart be troubled.” 
His heart was troubled. “Ye believe in 
God.” He thought, “I do not,” but some- 
how felt like a liar. In the past he loved 
to recite Henley’s poem, “Invictus.” It 
was his substitute for Scripture: 


“It matters not how straight the gate 


How charged with punishment the 
scroll 


I am the master of my fate, 
I am the captain of my soul.” 


“Like fun I am the master of my fate,” 
he muttered, “I can’t even banish a line 
of nonsense from my brain.” He allowed 
the Bible to fall from his hand as he re- 
peated the words, “Ye believe in God, 
believe also in me.” He asked himself 
the question, “Who is this ‘me’?” Then 
he read again, “In my father’s house are 
many mansions.” Eagerly he went on, 
I go to prepare a place for you that 
where I am you may be also.” Then, 
as he stopped to ponder these words, he 
said out loud, “Charley said these words 
mean me.” And again, for the thou- 
sandth time the fateful words re-echoed 
in his brain: 


“The way of the Cross leads home.” 


He read the fourteenth, fifteenth, six- 
teenth and seventeenth chapters before 
the lights went out. He wanted to read 
more, but was content to ponder what he 
had been over. A Father, a place pre- 
pared, a mansion, a friend! It hardly 
seemed true! Suddenly he felt it was 
time to pray. 


He had never wanted to pray before 
because he did not realize that he could 
reach any other power than man’s, and 
he would not worship a fellow creature. 








But now the Father somehow became 
real to him. He realized that the prison 
walls no longer confined his spirit. He 
too had a home prepared for him. He 
was on his way home at last. Joyously 
he began to hum, 


“The way of the Cross leads home.” 





Dr. Dequer says: “This story is 
based upon an actual experience 
among the prisoners sentenced by 
Judge K. M. Landis during the 
World War. The names have been 
changed from the original but the 
central theme—The Way of the 
Cross, is the same as related to me 
by the party involved. 
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Prayer Chain For American Boys 





5 inpesg National Spiritual Defense Cru- 
sade ... with headquarters in the 
Flatiron Building of Akron, Ohio... 
strengthens and revises its program 
from time to time, adapting the methods 
of the organization to the changing situ- 
ation on both the home front and the war 
front. 


But the objective remains the same — 
to stabilize the spiritual foundations of 
our American institutions, to fortify the 
morale of men in the service, to create a 
reliance upon Almighty God at home 
and abroad, to win souls for Christ by 
the faithful proclamation and distribu- 
tion of the Word — particularly the dis- 
tribution of Testaments among men in 
uniform. 


At the national headquarters of the 
Crusade, it has become more or less a 
custom to speak of quantities of Testa- 
ments distributed in terms of tons 
rather than numbers — so many tens of 
thousands of copies have gone out. Start- 
ing from a humble and unpretentious be- 
ginning, four, years ago, the National 
Spiritual Defense Crusade has now de- 
veloped into one of the great, creative 
Gospel enterprises of our generation. It 
enjoys the support and commendation of 
Pastors, Chaplains, Churches, Laymen 

. in fact Christians and 





sade, will receive a special, souvenir, 
newsy Christmas Letter from him within 
a few weeks. In addition to telling them 
how folks on the home front are working, 
praying for their early and safe re- 
turn, the Letter will contain a vital and 
inspiring Yuletide message ... together 
with a coupon which may be returned re- 
questing Testaments, Tracts and other 
Gospel literature. 


“Boys whose names have already been 
placed on Prayer List are, in most cases 
supplied with extra Testaments, Tracts 
and other material,” says Dr. Swain, 
“but we feel that these fine Christian 
lads will, during the Christmas season, 
develop additional opportunities for do- 
ing personal evangelism among their 
buddies.” 


“Many have already written,’ Dr. 
Swain goes on to say, “asking for litera- 
ture of this kind to help fellow service- 
men see the light of Christian truth.” 


Previous distribution methods for 
Victory Pocket Testaments have been 
through Service Centers, by means of 
requests from post Chaplains, and 
through families of the boys themselves. 
Asked about this latter method, Dr. 
Swain described it as the original and 





most effective plan yet devised for put- 
ting the Word of God into the hands of 
servicemen, But certain subsidiary meth- 
ods are also proving useful. 


“We knew that 1f we could have the 
Testament come from the mother, sister, 
wife, sweetheart, or some ether loved 
one of the boy, it would mean much more 
to him. We have always encouraged the 
family to write on the flyleaf a few 
words of personal prayer so that their 
thoughts and words may be added to 
those of the blessed Saviour,’ bringing 
comfort and solace when the soldier 
would most need them,” Dr. Swain states. 


A great believer in maintaining the 
spiritual tie between the family on the 
home front, and the boy on the hattle 
front, he has endorsed the plan of the 
American Bible Society, suggesting that 
the same daily Scripture be read by the 
boy as the home-folks. The Christmas 
Letter will present this plan and suggest 
to the boys that they follow a prescribed 
list of favorite Scripture quotations each 
day from Thanksgiving to Christmas. 


On Christmas day, the Crusade will 
prepare its annual Christmas dinner for 
the thousands of servicemen stationed 
in or near Nashville, Tennessee. Heart 
of one of the Nation’s most important 
military areas, Nashville is 





Christian organizations in all 
parts of the Nation. 


Among other things, a 
PRAYER CHAIN has been 
created, with thousands of 
Christian parents as individ- 
ual links, praying daily and 
unitedly for all the men who 
have gone out from the 
homes represented, It is a 
practice for parents, wives 
and sweethearts to send 
photographs of their loved 
ones to National Headquar- 
ters, thereby establishing 
participation in the CHAIN. 


Early in November Dr. 
Sam Swain, Founder and Na- 
tional Director, made a most 
interesting announcement: 


Every serviceman on the 
PRAYER LIST of the Cru- 








seldom able to care fo: the 
vast influx of boys who regu- 
larly pour into town. 


Early in the war, Dr. 
Swain saw the need for a 
place to which men in service 
could go and feel welcome — 
a “home away from home,” 
to put it into his own words. 
Founder and Pastor of the 
large Dixie Tabernacle on 
Fatherland Street, Nashville, 
he immediately began the 
task of converting this build- 
ing into a Service Center and 
Canteen for the spiritual and 
material comfort of the 
weary soldier. 


“During the first Christ- 
mas season after we had Vic- 
tory Service Center in oper- 

—Turn To Page 19. 
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ation,” he explains, “we saw the need 
for providing some kind of a celebration 
for homesick boys in town for the day. 
To say that we were rushed, is putting 
it mildly. Yet with the help of many 
kind, Christian people and by dipping 
rather deeply into our own limited funds 
we were able, to say proudly, at the 
end of a tremendous day, that not one 
boy had been turned away.” 


With more advance preparation, last 
year’s Christmas dinner at the Canteen 
was even more successful. Contributions 
were sent to Dr. Swain from all over 
the Country to help make the dinner a 
success. Many people wrote in the fol- 
lowing vein: “My boy was lucky enough 
to be able to be home for Christmas, but 
I want to help provide a real, old-fash- 
ioned home Christmas for some other 
boy who could not get a furlough.” 


This year’s Christmas celebration at 
the Victory Service Center promises to 
be the best yet, according to plans being 
made by the workers there. An advertise- 
ment appears elsewhere in this Defender, 
explaining how Christians can fellow- 
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ship in the task by sending freewill of- 
ferings to help assure its success. 

“Many of the lads who were with us 
last year and the year before have al- 
ready seen overseas action,” says Dr. 
Swain. “Many this year, are new to the 
service, boys who will be spending their 
very first Christmas away from home. 
No matter how much our hearts go forth 
to those fighting on foreign soil, let us 
not forget youngsters who also will be 
fighting in the bitter months that lie 
ahead.” 

Finally ... Dr. Swain and his co-work- 
ers wish to solicit special prayer, that all 
efforts put forth in: this important 
branch of Christian service shall be kept, 
at all times, in the directive will of the 
Heavenly Father. 
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The above photograph shows the shipping and mailing department of the National Spiritual Defense Cru- 
sade. Tons of Testaments have gone out from these quarters—some months, as many as a ton and a half... 
in addition to hundreds of thousands of tracts, Scripture portions, Gospel booklets and other literature. Dr. Swain 
is seen through the door at the right, seated at his desk. 
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FAVORITE SCRIPTURES 


The Nationel Spiritual Defense Crusade is 
happy to cooperate with the American Bible So- 
ciety in suggesting a series of scriptural passages 
to be read each day from Thanksgiving to 
Christmas. The serviceman overseas can feel that 
he is joining each day with the folks back home 
in a “family ding” of f, i ip We 
are sending this list to all servicemen on our 
prayer list and will be glad to include your boy 
in the mailing and in our prayers if you will 
send us his name and address. 





Make A Copy ... Mail This To 
Your Man In Service Now! 


1. Psalm 103 18, Psalm 27 

2. John 14 19. Psalm 121 

3. Psalm 23 20. Philippians 4 
4. Matthew 5 21. Isaiah 55 

5. Romans 8 22. Revelation 21 
6. I Corinthians 13 23. Luke 15 

7. Psalm 91 24. Ephesians 6 
8. Matthew 6 25. John 17 

9. John 3 26. I Corinthians 15 
10. Psalm 46 27. John 10 
11. Romans 12 28. Psalm 51 

12. Hebrews 11 29. Psalm 37 
13. Matthew 7 30. John 1 

14. Isaiah 53 31. Revelation 22 
13. Psalm 1 32. Psalm 90 
16. John 15 33. Luke 2 
17. Isaich 40 





Just as the true Cross brings light into the darkn 
absorbs light in the daytime, glows brilliantly al] 
out, permanently treated to maintain its light-givi ig qua 
all that it stands for will forever remain among your tr 
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TESTAMENT PROGRAM SOON IN FOURTH YEAR! 
HAS YOUR SERVICEMAN THE COMFORT OF GST? 


Your boy may have a Testament to comfort ments each month to boys who |hight not 
him in the hour before the battle— but how otherwise have God’s Blessed Woil as their 
about the thousands of wonderful boys with. spiritual] friend in time of need. Vic- 
opt loved ones at home? The contributions tory Pocket Testaments to your loved 
of good Christian families all over America ones, by all means, but let none ofus forget 
have helped us to send more and more testa- the needs of these other boys. 







An Ideal Gift For Youngsters, Too . . . A Tests gent 
Just Like the One That Protects Big Brother in Bittle 








There never was a finer gift for Christmas 
than the story of Christmas itself. And this 
year, you can give the young folks on your 
gift list a testament “just like the one that 
big brother carries overseas.” In its khaki 


cover, with the inspiring red, blue, 
and gold emblem on the front, tle Victory 
Pocket Testament is a perfectjsift for 
everyone, young and old. 


Mail Coupon Now To Insure Delivery In Time|[S=~ 


NATIONAL 


SPIRITUAL 


DEFENSE CRUSADI 

















Dr. Sam Swain, Director 












DECEMBER, 1944 Defender 


n Sinificance.... . Reverent in Spirit 


Gift to You! 


of the world, this inspiring Cross 
Beach the night. Nothing to wear 
ig quality, this beautiful Cross and 
ong your treasured possessions. 


ce Near Nashville 


rismas Dinner 


ym: Christmas dinner for the servicemen stationed 
g homi| with loved ones. We want to give them the 
2y'll allays remember. As our thoughts go forth at 
our priiyers the thousands of homesick lads still in this 
ceman|into your home, if you can, for Christmas. Do 

whatever you feel you can to help 
Th dreds of boys who will again come 

to Victory Service Center in Nash- 


' 4 RI us make a Christmas for the hun- 
(f ST? ville. 








































| 
















ys who |hight not | eM Re e Orb m= = = == 
ssed Wail as their 
f need. Vic- 
to your {wn loved 
pers ent National Spiritual Defense Crusade 
| 610 Flatiron Building, Akron, Ohio 

Tests ent Dear Dr.. Swain: 
in Battle I will be very happy to receive as a gift from the National Spiritual Defense Crusade 
In b the beautiful glowing Cross described above. 
- red, blue, I enclose $ _.____.____ to help your organization provide an old-fashioned Christmas din- 
front, ¢ Vietory ner for servicemen stationed near Nashville, Tennessee. 
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the Marines, a majority of the men were 
Christians. I believe some of the heroism 
for which the Marines are noted is due 
to the example set by those early men, 
who, because of their faith in God, could 
face enemy fire without fear.” 


* * * 


te WAS August 7, 1942. Chaplain Wil- 
lard had been on watch from mid- 
night to four o’clock in the morning. Field 
glasses in hand, he peered through the 
darkness for enemy submarines, and 
land. Chaplains are not required to 
stand watch or take part in action of a 
military nature—but he preferred other- 
wise. “I counted it a privilege to fulfill 
willingly any reasonable task assigned 
to me.” 


With the first streaks of dawn, land. 


was sighted. The attacking forces, to 
which he belonged, had reached the 
Solomons at last! Lofty volcanic peaks 
of Guadalcanal were clearly in evi- 
dence. American destroyers and light 
cruisers began bombarding the Japanese 
positions at daybreak. 


“It was about 6 A. M. when Corporal 
Tiemann knocked at my door and in- 
vited me out on the main deck to watch 
the progress of the fight. A lone Jap 
plane had fallen, flaming, in the water 
.» On our right a huge Jap fuel dump 
exploded, lighting up the skies with sud- 
den brilliance. The clouds were clearing 
away for the first time in three days and 
three nights, as though the heavenly cur- 
tains were lifting for the terrible drama. 
Several regiments of marines took part 
in the assault that followed. But the 
honor of the first landing in the first 
American offensive of this war went to 
our regiment.” 


It was the first time Chaplain Willard 
and his comrades had been under fire. 
Several bombs dropped near the ship. 
Fifteen Japanese dive bombers appeared 
on the scene about the middle of the 
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Chaplain W. Wyeth Willard 





afternoon. Against orders, both officers 
and men clambered up to the decks, 
with sleeves rolled down to prevent flash 
burns in case the transport should be 
struck by a bomb. “We saw a hit on a 
destroyer near by. A Jap plane fell from 
the skies. Our men let out a mighty 
yell... We slept very little that night.” 


With morning, came orders for the 
ship’s combat team to make a landing. 
There were American paratroopers on 
Gavutu to be reinforced. “Needless to 
say, no one on board forgot his prayers 
that morning. At about 10 A. M. we 
clambered down the long rope ladder, 
fear and all, into the Higgins boat await- 
ing us.” 

“Duck your heads, fellows,” com- 
manded Major Storr. Every man 
crouched so his head was lower than 
the side of the boat. Bullets pelted the 
water around them. A few minutes 
later the boat ran aground between two 
piers. A large wooden building loomed 
about sixty paces ahead. “Get out and 
run for that building. You are now under 
fire!’ shouted the Major. 


A group from another ship had 
reached the same place a short time 





earlier. Inside the building, the first of- 
ficer to greet Chaplain Willard was 
Chaplain John J. Fitzgerald whose ac- 
quaintance he had made months before 
at Norfolk, Virginia. “Chaplain Willard.” 
he exclaimed, “am I glad to see youl 
We've had a terrible time! We landed 
from the boats expecting to find only a 
few Jap snipers. But Gavutu was loaded 
with Japs. Thank God, reinforcements 
have arrived! Some of my best friends 
have been killed. Several of our officers 
are dead or wounded. Thank God, 
you've all come!” 


* * * 


T= large frame building, of thick con- 
crete floor, quickly assumed the ap- 
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pearance of a hospital, crowded with 
wounded and dying men. 


Gavutu is a small island. A man can 
walk completely around it in less than 
three-quarters of an hour. A causeway 
connects it with a still smaller island by 
the name of Tanambogo. These two tiny 
pin-points in the South Pacific became 
the scene of one of the fiercest struggles 
yet enacted in that pert of the world. 


“In stretchers on the floor lay the 
wounded men, some of whom were dy- 
ing. With Gideon New Testament in 
hand, I went from man to man, to read 
from the sacred Book, or offer a word of 


' prayer with those who wanted spiritual 


comfort. I took oranges from my knap- 
sack. One by one, I cut them into two 
pieces, and passed them out to the 
wounded men. From my water canieen, 
I gave each man a drink. Again and 
again I had to fill my canteen for the 
thirsty men.” 


Corpsmen, wearing the Geneva in- 
signia, are protected by international 
law while performing acts of mercy on 
battlefields strewn with dead and 
wounded bodies. They are of course un- 
armed. Chaplain Willard tells of the 
shock he and others experienced upon 
learning that Japanese snipers violated 
this provision by shooting three Ameri- 
can corpsmen on Gavutu. “We realized 
that we were fighting a cruel and merci- 
less foe.” 


There was a lull during a certain noon 
hour. The Chaplain climbed a staircase. 
Reaching the balcony, bullets flew past, 
hitting two men less than a yard away. 
Then occurred an incident which he 
says will always remain indelibly im- 
pressed upon his mind. Approximately 
one hundred men were in the building 
when someone shouted: “They‘re going 
to bomb us! Everyone take cover!” 
Some rushed outside to dugouts and 
foxholes. The majority did not have time 
to go. So they lay flat on their stomachs. 


“The ground shook under us. The 
building rocked. An inquisitive urge 
caused me to get halfway up and look 
about. All along the sides of the build- 
ing officers and men were lying flat, 
with faces toward the cement floor. But 
in the middle of the building a sight 
greeted my wondering eyes which I 
hope someday to see in a painting. 
There were the three doctors, aided by 
two corpsmen, doing all that was hu- 
manly possible to save the lives of the 
two wounded men. They were the only 


ones of nearly one hundred officers and 
men who were actively engaged during 
the bombing. Sergeant George E. Brad- 
ley would most certainly have died had 
it not been for the prompt and utterly un- 
selfish efforts of those three doctors and 
their assistants, working directly beneath 
the shattered roof.” 


* * * 


+ onal after the foregoing bombing raid, 

the Chaplain had an experience with 
a dying sergeant that brought sadness 
to his heart: 


“A wounded sergeant was brought in 
from Tanambogo. He had been shot 
through the abdomen. I could see by the 
cold sweat on his face that he was dy- 
ing. I knelt beside him and spoke 
softly. ‘Sergeant, I’m your chaplain. May 
I read to you from the Word of God? Or 
would you like to have me pray with 
you?’ 


“* T never went much for that stuff 
back home,’ he answered weakly, ‘and 
I don’t care for it now.’ 


“He was, I thought, like Gallio of old— 
that deputy of Achaia before whom Paul 
witnessed and of whom it is written in 
the eighteenth chapter of the book of 
Acts, ‘And Gallio cared for none of those 
things.’ 





“Soon after, the sergeant passed on to 
the next world. I paused and wondered 
who had failed—the folks back home, 
the church, or the local pastor? Or had 
I failed? God forbid! 


“And so I went from wounded man 
to wounded man, offering water, and 
the Word, and prayers. The requests for 
ail three were enough to keep me busy. 
All night long I tried to do my duty.” 


Finally .. . with both Gavutu and 
Tanambogo captured, Chaplain Willard 
was faced with the grim task of burying 
hundreds of precious boys who had 
fallen. “In tropical countries decomposi- 
tion takes place much more rapidly than 
in the semitropical or temperate zones. 
Some of the men had been dead since 


—Turn To Page 24. 
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day. A strong, foul odor was noticeable 5a ne . - _— . - nite 

in the region round about the rendezvous 

of the dead.” ij oe oe ‘ 1 \ i > 
Individual graves were dug. When ? q ry 4 < 

eight or ten were finished, the bodies of —_y Ee a t 

fallen comrades would be placed in . a st 5 


them. There were no caskets, flowers, 
or other niceties, associated with funeral 
services at home. Three men were dele- 
gated to help the Chaplain. They made 
a map of the cemetery, took personal 
papers and valuables from the clothing 
of the dead, placing them in envelopes, 
writing the owner's name on the outside. 


“At last, after several hours of steady 
work, and along toward night; the grue- 
some task was finished. Sadly I looked 
at the field of death. A large throng of 
marines and navy men gathered to wit- 
ness the final rites. I stood on the plat- 
form that had been used for a water 
tank. There was a hush, as the dirty and 
tired men, with sad faces, waited for the 
opening sentence. I began the service: 


I am the resurrection and the life, saith 
the Lord: he that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live: and who- 
soever liveth and believeth in me, shall 
never die. 


I know that my redeemer liveth, and that 
he shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth: and though after my skin worms de- 
stroy this body, yet without my flesh shall I 
see God: whom I shall see for myself, and 
mine eyes shall behold, and not another. 


“I read the names of our friends to 
whom we were saying good-by. I 
closed the service by reading more pas- 
sages of comfort from the Bible. 


I heard a voice from heaven, saying unto 
me, Write, From henceforth blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord: even so saith the 
Spirit; for they rest from their labours. 

Forasmuch as it hath pleased Almighty 
God, in His wise providence, to take out of 
this world the souls of our deceased broth- 
ers, we therefore commit their bodies to the 
































Ere we leave Thy house, O Father, 
For our nation we would plead; 
Guard our soldiers, God of Armies 

In their need. 











ground, earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust 
to dust; looking for the general resurrection 
in the last days, and the life of the world to 
come, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 


“A squad of marines fired three vol- 
leys over the graves. The bugler sound- 
ed taps. Then came the benediction. No 
man tried to hide his tears.” 


(Now. we have scanned the first chap- 
ter of “The Leathernecks Come 
Through.” The book contains a total of 
twenty-one chapters. There is no way for 
determining which is the more important. 
Each is different. All are connected.) 


* « * 


HAPTER 15, entitled “Questing For 
Souls,” is especially interesting ... 
but first, let us summarize the tenth 
chapter—which discusses “The Natives,” 
of the South Sea islands. Relatives of 
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Spare our sailors in their perils, 
Monarch of the mighty deep; 

Safely guide them, Holy Pilot, 
Safely keep. 


Amen. 








boys serving in that part of the world 
will appreciate the close up picture of 
native life which Chaplain Willard 
gives. The information relating to for- 
eign missions will be a matter of con- 
cern to all Christian Readers. 


The Chaplain was sitting in his of 
fice at Tulagi. There was a knock at the 
door. “Come in,” he called. The visitor 
was Major Sanders, a Government of- 
ficial of the British Solomon Islands. 
Snatches from their conversation are as 
follows: 


“Be seated, Major,” I said, and pointed 
him to my best chair. “You're just the 
man I want to see. You know, after this 
war is over, it is quite likely that many 
American tourists may wish to visit the 
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Solomon Islands to view the battlefields 
where their sons and their friends fought 
and the cemeteries where so many are 
laid to rest.” 


“I'd be glad to try to answer any 
questions you may wish to ask,” gra- 
ciously replied the Major. “What would 
you like to know?” 


“Question number one is this: How 
many natives are there in the British 
Solomon Islands?” 


“There are about 95,000 natives in the 
British Solomon Islands. Approximately 
90,000 of them are of Melanesian ex- 
traction, and 5,000 are Polynesian. The 
Polynesians reside mainly on Stuart, 
Rennell and Ontong Java Islands. The 
island populations are, in round figures, 
as follows: 45,000 are on Malaita, 15,000 
on Guadalcanal, 5,000 each on Florida, 
Isabelle, Gizo, St. Cristobel, and Santa 
Cruz. Choiseul has 3,000 and the Short- 
lands 1,000.” 


“Good,” said I. “Now, about how long 
have the British controlled the Solo 
mons?” 


“They have been under British Protec- 
torate since 1893. Choiseul and the 
Shortlands were ceded by treaty from 
Germany to the British in 1906.”... 


“And what about the Christian Mis- 
sions? What chirches are working in 
the Solomons?” I inquired. 


“The Melanesian Mission, controlled 
by the Church of England (Episcopalian), 
laboured here first. Then there is the 
Roman Catholic Mission sponsored by 
the Marist Fathers; the Methodist Mis- 
sion, the South Sea Evangelical Mis- 
sion—an undenominational organiza- 
tion—and the Mission of the Seventh 
Day Adventists. If the natives desire to 
give a piece of land to any of these 
Missions, they may do so with the con- 
sent of the Government. Our native 
schools are, for the most part, controlled 
and operated by the Missions. In some 
cases, where a high standard of educa- 
tion has been reached, these Mission 
schools are subsidized by government 
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funds. About fifty per cent of the total 
population now profess some form of 
Christianity. 


“And now prepare for a surprise,” 
added the Major. “Cannibalism has 
not been practiced in the Solomons for 
the past thirty years. But the Malaitans, 
who were the last to come under? our 
administrative control, used to be fierce 
fighters and head hunters.” 


“That's good,” said I. “The tourists, 
then, will be safe. But what do the peo- 
ple do? What are the industries?” 


“The making of copra from coconut 
meat is the chief industry of the na- 
tives in the Solomons,” answered the 
Major. “During normal times about 
20,000 tons per year were exported. The 
price of copra varied, but forty-two 
pounds English money per ton was a 
fair price. There are also gold mines on 
Guadalcanal, which, before the war, 
were being well exploited. Trochus shells 
were sent to China and Japan. They 
were used in the manufacture of mother- 
of-pearl buttons. Green snail shells were 
exported for the same purpose. Beche- 
de-mer, considered a delicacy by the 
Chinese, was sent thither.” ... 


And so we went on and on. I asked 
him about the trees, the animals, the 
birds and fish indigenous to the Solo- 
mon Islands. We talked of the native 
money and the manufacture thereof. The 
Major was very gracious and accommo- 
dating about answering my questions. 
He seemed to have at his finger tips a 
vast fund of information. As he rose to 


—Turn To Page 26. 
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leave, I thanked him for the valuable 
information I had received. 


Regarding our own treatment of the 
natives, all praise be to the good Lord 
above! On August 7, and the days 
thereafter, when rivers of Japanese blood 
flowed freely, to our best knowledge. 
marines did not wound or kill a single 
native. 


And very definitely, with a few pos- 
sible exceptions, the natives were not 
pro-Japanese. The Japs had treated them 
cruelly. They had plundered the natives’ 
vegetable gardens, made off with the 
products of their fruit trees, robbed them 
of their pigs and poultry. Pro-Japanesel 
For approximately three months the Japs 
had ruled them. Their native villages 
had been needlessly pillaged. Their 
beautiful native-built churches had been 
used for barracks by the Japanese. 


(This concludes a few excerpts from the 
chapter devoted to “The Natives.”) 


* * * 


first missionaries to the Solomons 
carried the message of salvation at 
great cost and personal sacrifice. But in 
doing so they rendered an incomparable 
service both to the natives, and Ameri- 
can soldiers, who were to come later. 


The earliest missionary pioneer was 
Bishop John Patteson. He was martyred 
September 20, 1871 on Reef Island. “But 
that blood of the martyrs became the 
seed of the Church,” says Chaplain Wil- 
lard. “Others came to take their places. 
The good work progressed.” 


Our servicemen have missionaries to 
thank for the fact that they are not en- 





countering cannibalism there. “The ma- 
rines changed their minds about foreign 
missions and missionaries. MANY A 
MAN TOLD ME THAT WHEN HE RE- 
TURNED TO CIVIL LIFE IN THE HOME- 
LAND, HE WOULD SUPPORT THE 
GREAT MISSIONARY ENTERPRISE 
WITH LIBERAL CONTRIBUTIONS.” 


* * * 


664), UESTING For Souls” is one of the 
most gripping chapters of the 
book. 


Two weeks had passed since the 
original landing in the Solomons. It was 
Sunday, August 23rd. when Chaplain 
Willard held his first public service on 
the battle-scarred Island of Tanambogo. 
By actual count, 97 men attended the 
meeting. From there he went to Gavutu 
where 99 assembled. The third service of 
the day was at Tulagi, with 196 present. 
The fourth, and last meeting, was on 
Blue Beach, where a group of 245 men 
“crowded together among the tomb- 
stones of an old cemetery to hear the 
Gospel of Christ.” ... A total of 637 
officers and men attended services that 
day.” 


“I pleaded with our marines to make 
their peace with God through the ac- 
ceptance of Jesus Christ His Son. Ex- 
actly 130 officers and men, some with 
tears streaming down their faces, sur- 
rendered their lives to Jesus Christ dur- 
ing the eight days of August 16 through 
23. From day to day I began to notice 
a change in their lives. Weeks later, 
over on Guadalcanal, many of those 
new-won converts laid down their lives 
on the battlefield. But they died in the 
Christian faith.” 

Winning men to Christ was only part 
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of the Chaplain’s work. Nurturing them 
in the Faith, after conversion, was equal- 
ly important. During September, he held 
week-night meetings in his little house 
on Tulagi. Monday evenings were de- 
voted to old-fashioned “hymn sings.” 
The men enjoyed singing such favorites 
as “The Old Rugged Cross,” “The 
Church in the Wildwood,” “When the 
Roll is Called Up Yonder” and “Were 
you There When They Crucified My 
Lord?” 


“In my quest for souls the matter of 
distributing the Word of God was very 
important. On October 9 a cargo ship 
arrived in Tulagi harbour, bringing from 
a distant base the balance of my 2,800 
Gideon New Testaments that I had not 
used on the transport.” 


The Chaplain continues: “Soon my 
supply of Testaments was gone. I sent 
for more. Only the angels in heaven 
know how many sailors and marines re- 
ceiving them, signed their names in the 
back, confessing from their hearts that 
they had taken Christ as Saviour and 
Lord.” 


The following striking incidents are 
related on page 156 of “The Leather- 
necks Come Through:” 


“Men went into battle with their New 
Testaments buttoned in their front shirt 
pockets because they trusted God's 
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Word. However, they often did stop 
bullets. Three men of my regiment were 
saved by New Testaments from wounds 
or death. One marine was hit in the 
chest by a Jap 25-caliber bullet, which 
pierced his Testament, only to stop at 
the back cover. Another lad’s Testa- 
ment was smashed pretty thoroughly by 
shrapnel from a Jap shell. I looked at the 
Gideon New Testament of the third man, 
Private O. E. Spicer, of Tivoli, Texas. 
The shell fragment had gone partly 
through.” 


* * * 


-. peungmee DENTON was a 24-year 

old marine. He had been an atheist 
nine years. On Tulagi, he was stationed 
in a machine-gun nest. Japanese de- 
stroyers shelled the harbor. There was a 
terrifying concussion. He later testified: 
“When those Jap shells were bursting 
cround me, I felt helpless. I uttered my 
first prayer in nine years.” 


This experience reminded Chaplain 
Willard of the story about an atheist who 
was visiting another dying atheist. The 
man said to his departing friend: “Hold 
on, old fellow.” “But I’ve nothing to hold 
on to,” came the reply. 


“When you were utterly helpless, 
Sergeant, you began to realize that only 
God could save you. Right?” 


“Right!” was Denton’s emphatic an- 
swer. This new convert was baptized a 
few days later and his family in the 
United States notified of the step he had 
taken. 


“One day I was visiting the base hos- 
pital,” says the Chaplain. “I met Dr. 
Charles B. Truett, of Dallas, Texas. I 
looked at him with surprise. ‘You're not 
related to the world-renowned Dr. 
George W. Truett, of Dallas, are you?’ I 
asked. 


“"Yes,’ came the reply, ‘he’s my 
uncle.’ 


“"He’s your uncle!’ I exclaimed. 
‘Well, he’s my favorite among living 
Ministers of the Gospel.’ 








Teach the S. S. Lesson by the 
FLANNEL ART METHOD 


@ 22 sheets of cut-outs already 
beautifully colored and fiannel- 
; also teacher’s manual. 











THE HIGLEY PRESS 
Dent. -D. Butler. 











“Dr. George W. Truett’s book, ‘A 
Quest For Souls,’ received wide ac- 
ceptance among Christian Ministers and 
Laymen. As I left the base hospital, I 
thanked God and prajsed Him that He 
had given me grace to answer ‘Yes’ to 
His call. And I blessed His name be- 
cause He had sent me out to the Solo- 
mon Islands on a quest for souls.” 

* * * 


IS fortunate for American men in 
uniform that Gospel Preachers like 
W. Wyeth Willard—Christian leaders 
animated with a passion for souls, loyal 
to the great fundamentals of historical 
and evangelical Christianity, have been 
willing to leave the comforts of home 
and fireside to go out as Chaplains in 
the present conflict. There is no Mod- 
ernistic uncertainty about the message 
of this good man. 


His presentation of the claims of the 
Gospel is positive, not negative. There 
are no question-marks on his banners. 
His successes, under stress, turning huts, 
caves and hovels into sacred shrines of 
divine worship .. . 
Christ in the presence of machine-gun 
fire, whizzing bullets and exploding 
bombs, is a testimony to the creative and 
transforming power of the Gospel Story 
that never grows old... 


I trust, Defender Reader, that you have 
enjoyed this “sampling” of Chaplain 
Willard’s new book. We have barely 
scratched its surface. No review can 
do justice to, “THE LEATHERNECKS 
COME THROUGH.” It must be read... 
analyzed ... digested . . . enjoyed. 


Many good books have been written 
during the war now raging, but none 
of greater spiritual quality than this one. 
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filled Generals Testify 


The late Field Marshal Sir Douglas 
Haig: “The Gospel of Christ is the only 
hope of the world.” 


General MacArthur: “I give thanks 
for God’s guidance which has brought to 
us this success in our great crusade—His 
the honor, the power, and the glory for- 
ever.” 


General Sir Arthur Smith: “Christ 
meets every need of soldier and civilian.” 





General Wavell: “What the men want 
is a quiet place to read their Bibles and 
turn their thoughts to God.” 


General Montgomery: “I read my Bible 
every day, and I recommend you do the 
same.” 


General Dobbie: “Christ has saved and 
satisfied me for forty-seven years.” 
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Present Truth 


Church And Kingdom 


Dr. H. Meredith Tipsword . . . Casey, Illinois 





66EDRESENT TRUTH,” referred to by 

Peter (II Peter 1:12), covers the 
ecclesiastical dispensation or Church 
Age. The Kingdom of Christ is related 
to the Church, but not identical with it. 
During this age, the Kingdom is in 
abeyance and remains a mystery, while 
the Church is a visible body, organized 
to do a specific work. 


I. Setting of Present Truth 


The Kingdom which John and Jesus 
preached as present among them, was 
postponed when the King was rejected 
and crucified. 


The Present Truth was in God’s plan 
from the beginning, foreseeing, as He 
did, the effects of Satanic opposition to 
Christ. Satan delayed, but can not de- 
feat God’s purpose and method to es- 
tablish divine rule in the earth. 


God’s program has not been aban- 
doned. Present Truth is meeting the 
emergency to overcome rebellion and 
delay. Satan’s influence will be broken 
in the “fulness of time,” and the King- 
dom made manifest. 


Man had failed under the dispensa- 
tion of Law, which was weak through 
the flesh. (Romans 8:3). The time came 
when a change in the way of life must 
be made, and a new test given. The 
theocracy, under Law, failed; the King- 
dom failed; and the Hebrew nation was 
subjected to the divine judgment to ac- 
complish the divine purpose, stated by 
Daniel, (Daniel 9:24). 


“Seventy weeks are determined upon 
thy people and upon the holy city, to 
finish the transgression, to make an 
end of sins, to make reconciliation for in- 
iquity, to bring in everlasting righte- 
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ousness, to seal up the vision and 
prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.” 


Verses 25-27 of the same chapter 
separates the seventy weeks or “hep- 
tads,” weeks of years, making 490 years, 
into three periods: 7 weeks, 62 weeks 
and 1 week. The first period was exactly 
fulfilled, and likewise the second. 


The dispensation of Grace, in which 
we now live, began at the ciose of the 
second period, and was not seen by form- 
er ages. (Ephesians 3:2-5). The seven- 
tieth week, or third period, will come at 
the end of this age. 


“Messiah was cut off,” the Kingdom 
tn prospect was postponed; and there 
was no organized body to direct ac- 
tivities in the earth till the time of the 
seventieth week should come, and the 
purpose of Daniel’s seventy weeks be 
finished. 


This is why and where God reveals 
the mystery of His plan for the Church 
to function during this long dispensation 
between the sixty-ninth and seventieth 
weeks. 


The revealed mystery of the Church, 
“ecclesia,” or called-out ones, is being 
composed of all nationalities, made into 
one new body—the mystic body of 
Christ, an organic body of many mem- 
bers. 


Grace, the new rule of life, under the 
universal reign of God, must run its 
course before the Kingdom dispensation 
begins, under changed conditions. 


When the body of Christ is completed 
at the end of the age; and the close of 
Daniel’s seventieth week is reached, the 
Lord will appear to make manifest the 
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Kingdom, now in mystery. That will be 
the Kingdom dispensation. The Church, 
being the mystic body, the Bride of 
Christ, will have an exalted position in 
the Kingdom. 


The Church must witness for Christ 
during this long lapse. Therefore, when 
the Church prays, “Thy Kingdom come,” 
she asks that God will use her for the 
accomplishment of His purpose in call- 
ing out a body for His name. 


II. Present Truth 


Man failed in theocratic government 
and the Kingdom under the Law; a crisis 
was created; the Eternal Son became in- 
carnate and was crucified. The Kingdom, 
in prospect, was postponed to another 
dispensation. 


Now that the change in the way of life 
had come and a new test given, the 
question What is the Present 
Truth? naturally rises. 


It is Grace instead of Law; and the 
Church instead of a visible Kingdom. 
Christ revealed the mystery of the King- 
dom in its present form in seven para- 
bles including the mystery of the 
Church, the functioning principles of 
which are disclosed in the New Testa- 
ment, the basis of Present Truth. 


The facts are objectified by our Lord 
in His parables of the mysteries of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. (Matthew 13:4-39.) 


(1) The first mystery revealed by 
Christ, is the parable of “the sower,” 
which He interpreted. It is no mystery 
that seed sown in the ground will ger- 
minate, grow and bear fruit. That is ac- 
cording to nature. So, by the figure, one 
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would expect the sown Word to yield 
fruit. 3 


The mystery is the fact that not all 
people in the world, who hear the preach- 
ing of the Word during this Gospel age, 
will be saved. Because of adverse in- 
fluences, only a small per cent will be 
productive soil, whose lives bear fruit to 
the glory of God. The Kingdom of 
Heaven, the professing Church, He says, 
is like that! 


(2) The second mystery, revealed, is 
by the parable of “the tares among the 
wheat,” which He also interprets. It was 
no mystery that the man sowed good 
seed and wheat grew. That was to be ex- 
pected; and some people believe yet, that, 
by preaching the Gospel, all the world 
will be saved. 


The revealed truth is that Satan, un- 
seen, is sowing seed in the world, the 
yield of which is tares. Therefore, the 
good and the bad will grow together, in 
the same field, until the harvest, when 
they will be separated. 


® (3) The third mystery is revealed by 
the parable of “the mustard seed and 
tree,” which the Kingdom of Heaven is 
like. Christ does not interpret it, nor 
those which follow; but He has given the 
key for the interpretation of all. The tree 
had a small beginning, the smallest of 
seed, which is true of the mystery King- 
dom and invisible Church, in reference to 
growth, the past two thousand years. 
That is not the mystery revealed; the 
great oak of the forest grows from an 
acorn. 


The mystery is the fact that “the 
birds” seek protection in the organized 
body of the visible Church. The first 
parable interprets “the birds” for us. 
They stole the seed away. The revela- 
tion is that, during this dispensation, the 
Kingdom of Heaven, contemporary with 
the professing Church organization, will 
grow out of proportion in size or num- 
bers because of the bad who enter, not 
to give, but to steal influence and pro- 
tection. 


(4) The fourth mystery is suggested 
by His parable of “the leaven.” He says, 
“the kingdom of heaven is like unto 
leaven.” This is another familiar figure 
which, if interpreted by the same key as 
Jesus interpreted the first and second 
parables, will reveal the mystery in- 
volved. 

It is no mystery that leaven changes 
the meal and makes it more fit for use; 
or that it sanctifies the believer or makes 





him better, But there is a bad influence, 
more commonly employed in Scripture, 
which acts as leaven to corrupt or poison. 
Milton said: “With these, and the like 
deceivable doctrines, he leavens his 
prayer.” 


The mystery is that leaven will act in 





the field to produce two contrary ef- 
fects, one good and the other bad. All 
is not good, nor is all bad leaven. God 
and Satan are at work in the same field 

at the same time. 
Christ taught this truth, when He said, 
—Turn To Page 30. 
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... From Page 29... 





“Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, 
which is hypocrisy.” (Luke 12:1). If all 
leaven were bad, He would not have thus 
distinguished it. If all leaven were good, 
it would not have been a fit figure to 
harmonize with the lessons He taught. 
The good and the bad people are still 
going along together in the same field. 


(5) The fifth revealed mystery is by 
His parable of the “treasure hid in a 
field.” Converted Jews are included in 
the mystery of the Church. But what of 
those in blindness? This parable reveals 
that Christ Jesus purchased the field, the 
world, at great cost. A remnant of Jews 
will be saved, comprising the treasure 
hidden during this dispensation. 


(6) The sixth mystery He reveals is 
by the parable of “the pearl,” which is 
the Church. This mystery has been in- 
terpreted, and its relation to the King- 
dom is suggested here, which completes 
the basis of Present Truth. The Church 
is not the Kingdom, but was purchased 
at the same great cost. While Israel is 
hid in the field, the Church during the 
same period is being formed for glory 
at the end of the age. 


(7) The seventh mystery is revealed 
by the parable of “the net,” which was 
cast info the sea. This completes the il- 
luminating picture of the great Teacher 
in the same harmonizing colors as He 
began. All members of the professing 
Church, contemporary with the mystery 
Kingdom, are caught in the net of in- 
fluence during this present world, but 
all are not fit members. 


Fishermen can distinguish between 
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good fish and non-edible products and 
they separate them, discarding the unfit. 
“So shall it be at the end of the world 
(age).” 


This is, in part, our Lord’s outline of 
Present Truth—ideals, relations, motives, 
and prospects for the future of a wait- 
ing Kingdom, the mystery Kingdom of 
Heaven. 


That is eternal truth; but not doctrine 
in practice: no building, witnessing, 
preaching, pleading, weeping, rejoicing; 
for the Kingdom of Heaven is not or- 
ganized for effort. It is in a state of 
suspense. 


Present Truth, in relation to the 
Church, represents the practical side of 
the new life during the dispensation of 
Grace, as compared to the effort of fail- 
ure under the dispensation of Law. 


What is the Present Truth which the 
Church is now acting upon, the purpose 
she must accomplish before the Kingdom 
of Heaven comes into organic action? 


The nature and purpose of this Truth 
is taught by the literal meaning of 
“ekklesia,” Church, the called out ones. 
The interpretation of the changed ideals 
of the new brotherhood, and the revealed 
effect of the long discipline of Israel who 
caused the delay of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, is the key to Present Truth of 
the Church. 


The changed ideals of Grace are the 
ideals of the Cross, which makes pos- 
sible the new body of called-out ones, 
born of the Spirit by faith in the atoning 
blood of Calvary, constituting the body 
of Christ, ultimately, without spot. 


The new man has a new purpose of 
life, unselfish, as compared to law ideals 
of the Jews. The new man is for all men 
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regardless of race. That is the mystery 
being solved. Regenerated mortals, of 
every race, are building an organic 
whole, of which Christ is the head. 


The new man has a new prospect, in 
time and eternity. This is the eternal life, 
lived in obedience to the imperative of 
love to God and man. The basis of all the 
other new things experienced, suggested 
by the truth of the Church, is the new 
man’s changed relation to God. 


Under the Law, no man was called a 
“son of God.” There is endearing kin- 
ship to God for those, born of the Spirit, 
who become heirs of God and equal 
heirs of His Son, Jesus. Then there is 


that most endearing relationship to ® . 


Christ, symbolized by the mystic body, 
the Bride, and Wife of Christ, to reign 
with Him, in His Kingdom, in another 
age. God’s way of making this new man 
involves all the acts and processes of sal- 
vation, which, summarized, are regen- 
eration, sanctification and glorification. 
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When Will Wars Cease? 


Dr. W. Percy Hicks . . . London, England 





ONE can foretell the future apart from 

the prophecies of God’s Word. Only 
God knows the end from the beginning, 
and Scripture prophecy indicates there 
will be wars and rumors of wars until 
the Lord Jesus Christ comes Himself in 
power and glory, and speaks peace to 
the nations, and sets this troubled, sin- 
stricken world on a righteous basis. 


Meanwhile we can be sure of this, 
that there will really come a time when 
wars will cease upon the earth, for the 
inspired Psalmist says: “He maketh wars 
to cease unto the end of the earth: He 
breaketh the bow and cutteth the spear 
in sunder; He burneth the chariot in the 
fire.” 


SATAN, THE INSTIGATOR OF WAR 
will be put out of business. That is a 
herculean task utterly beyond the power 
of man or any combination of men. So 
long as the evil nature of man is un- 
changed there will be fighting. Only God 
can stop it. 


We are profoundly convinced, how- 
ever, that the time will come when the 
Almighty will intervene. “He will judge 
among the nations and will rebuke many 
people: and they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares and their spears into 
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more.” 


That at any rate is not mere wishful 
thinking. It is the guarantee of God Him- 
self. But it will only be when the Prince 
of Peace returns to earth in power and 
glory. There may be a period of com- 
parative peace when the present war 
ends—we cannot tell—but until Satan is 
bound and imprisoned and men are 
brought under the righteous reign of 
Christ, there is no power on earth that 
can establish a lasting peace. 


An American publication has given 
expression to the dream that occupies 
the minds of many well-meaning people 
in Britain and America. It says: “We 
are going to work hard and love people 
and CREATE A WORLD WHERE WE 
CAN HAVE PEACE. We are coming 
some day to the time when nations will 
settle all their problems around oa con- 
ference table as becomes Christian 
gentlemen.” 





That sounds good, and might con- 
ceivably be possible if such men can 
be found—gentlemen who are Christians 
—"created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works.” It would surely be in some 
measure the foundation of the much- 
talked-of Brotherhood of Men. 


We must not forget, however, that the 
Brotherhood of men is dependent upon 
the Fatherhood of God, and our Lord 
said: “No man cometh unto the Father 
but by me.” The trouble is that “the 
people imagine a vain thing,” while 
they take counsel together against the 
Lord and His Anointed. He is the Re- 
deemer of the world through whom alone 
filial relationship with God the Father 
can be claimed. “By grace are ye saved 
through faith, and that not of yourselves; 
it is the gift of God; not of works, lest 
any should boast.” 


Yes, there would be hope of peace if 
all the nations could agree to settle their 
problems “around a conference table as 
becomes Christian gentlemen,” but it is 
a forlorn hope when we are reminded 
that the majority of politicians and peo- 
ple in every nation ignore the One 
Whose right it is to rule and Who in- 
deed will one day rule; for the day is 
coming when the proclamation will be 
heard that “the kingdoms of this world 


are become the kingdoms of our Lord 





and of His Christ, and He shall reign for 
ever and ever.” 


Meanwhile many Churches are more 
and more manifesting the Laodicean 
spirit, being neither hot nor cold, seek- 
ing vainly TO ATTRACT THE PEOPLE 
BY THE WRONG METHODS. Ever since 
German rationalism crept into our col- 
leges and Churches there has been a 
decline of spiritual life, and while we 
rejoice to notice the vitality of some 
Churches where the Gospel of Christ is 
faithfully proclaimed, yet it cannot be 
denied that many are paralyzed with a 
dead formalism. 


We rejoice, however, to see the grow- 
ing power of the new “Faith for the 
Times Campaign,” led by evengelical 
stalwarts of the Anglican and Free 
Churches, and there is a widespread 
prayer-hunger for a great spiritual re- 
vival. There is clearly A LOYAL REM- 
NANT of Bible-loving people inside and 
outside all denominations who are alert 
to the need of the time, and are watch- 
ing, waiting and working for the king- 
dom of Christ, looking for the coming 
glad day when‘ the Lord will come as 
the Bridegroom to gather His bride and 
then to manifest Himself to the world in 
power and glory. 


The question we need to ask ourselves 
is: “Am _ ready for His appearing?” 











@ AN UNIQUE MAGAZINE >= 





and events? 





How Much Do You Know? 


DO you know the prophetic significance of present day trends 


DO you know where news which makes today’s headlines is 
recorded in the Bible, God’s prewritten book of history? 


DO you want to know the outcome of world trends and 
changes, the identity of the coming world dictator — the Anti- 
christ of prophecy, and the fate of nations? 

Then subscribe for, and read — 


Che Widnight Gry Magazine 


The most outstanding Prophetic Magazine in America... 
_Subscription price, $1.00 per year; 4 months trial 25 cents. 


Address The Midnight Cry Magazine, Box 36-A 
Shoals, Indiana 




















32 


Defender 


DECEMBER, 1944 








<@s DEFENDERS “4 
: RY DEPARTMENT 











The Grace Of Missionary Giving 


Dr. May H. Clutter . .. Wichita, Kansas 





a eighth and ninth chapters of 

Paul’s second letter to the Corinth- 
ians offer a Missionary message and 
challenge for the times in which we live. 
Indeed, these chapters contain the in- 
spired blueprint of Missionary giving for 
the entire scope of Church history. Apos- 
tolic standards and methods cannot be 
improved. 


Our efforts should be brought, as near- 
ly as possible, into conformity with the 
New Testament outline. This is especially 
true in heralding the Gospel Story to 
the “regions beyond.” 


“THE GRACE OF GOD BESTOWED 
ON THE CHURCHES OF MACEDONIA.” 


Paul was the Missionary who opened 
ancient Macedonia to the Gospel. It was 
hard, pioneer work. Many difficulties 
and much persecution were encountered. 
Macedonia was a Greek province lying 
between the Adriatic and Aegean seas. 


The Apostle was directed to go there 
by a vision which appeared to him while 
sleeping one night in the nearby seaport 
of Troas. The churches established in 
that part of the world during the early 
stages of the westward march of the 
Gospel, were always near to his heart. 


This explains the tenderness of his 
opening statement in II Corinthians 8:1, 
“Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit 
of the grace of God bestowed on the 
churches of Macedonia.” 


“FROM YOU SOUNDED OUT THE 
WORD OF THE LORD.” 


The congregation at Thessalonica was 
chosen as a special example of a Church 
possessing the true Missionary motive 
and perspective. We find Paul congrat- 
ulating the people who worshipped in this 
group: “For from you sounded out the 


word of the Lord not only in Macedonia 
and Achaia, but also in every place your 





faith to Godward is spread abroad.” 


Achaia was a Roman province in 
Greece, far removed geographically from 
Macedonia, with Corinth as its capital. 
The Church at Thessalonica had not only 
promoted Gospel work in their own ter- 
ritory, but overflowed into Achaia and 
other points “abroad.” 


The congregation looked OUTWARD 
not INWARD. The expression “sounded 
out” means as by the blast of a trumpet. 
The story of Christ triumphant over 
death, sin and the grave ... was not 
whispered in a corner or talked behind 
closed doors. In the face of opposition 
and the thorny hand of persecution, they 
shouted the message from the housetops 
in clear trumpet-like tones. 


“IN A GREAT TRIAL OF AFFLICTION 
AND THEIR DEEP POVERTY.” 


Thessalonica was the capital of Mace- 
donia. People came from far and near 
because it was an important city. The 
new faith intrigued many who studied 
it out of curiosity. Observing how the 
lives of Christ’s followers were changed, 
visitors carried the news back to their 
respective communities. By this means, 
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the flame was scattered. 


This Church gave liberally of its means 
for the promotion of the Missionary ex- 
ploits in which it became interested. 
Yet the people were poor. Paul made 
special mention of this fact: “In great 
trial of affliction the abundance of their 
joy and their deep poverty abounded 
unto the riches of their liberality.” 


“T bear record,’ Paul continues, that 
they gave “beyond their power.” They 
made personal sacrifices. With them, 
the Missionary ministry was a necessity, 
not a novelty. “Praying us with much 
intreaty that we would receive the gift.” 


Paul continues: “And this they did, not 
as we hoped.” In other words, he was 
agreeably surprised at their liberality. 
They gave on such a magnificent scale 
as to call forth this extraordinary trib- 
ute. They did not wait for an appeal to 
be made, but anticipating the need, 
brought offerings of their own accord, 
asking the Apostles to administer them. 


“OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THOUGH 
RICH, BECAME POOR.” 


Little wonder that Paul should have 
written the Corinthian Church, urging 
them to follow the example of their 
brethren in Thessalonica. Grow spir- 
itually, he admonished, but be sure to 
prosper also in the GRACE OF GIVING. 
Note his words: “Therefore as ye abound 
in every thing, in faith, and utterance, 
and knowledge . . . see that ye abound 
in this grace also.” 


Then he refers to Christ Jesus as the 
greatest, the most unselfish and sacri- 
ficial of all givers. In our giving, we are 
emulating Him. “For ye know the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he became 
poor, that ye through his poverty might 
be rich.” 
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The Christmas season is a good time 
to remind ourselves of God’s great Gift 
to the world. We, in turn, are expected 
to be givers ... givers of the Gospel... 
bearers of the light that broke upon a 
darkened world nineteen centuries ago at 
Bethlehem. “God so loved that he gave 
...- ” That same love, kindled in Chris- 
tian hearts, will produce Missionary zeal 
for carrying the message to others. 


“THEY FIRST GAVE THEIR OWN 
SELVES TO THE LORD, AND UNTO US 
BY THE WILL OF GOD.” 


Six times in these two chapters, Paul 
calls Christian benevolence a “Grace.” 
When one makes a contribution to the 
advancement of Missionary work, he is 
thereby performing an act of spiritual 
worship. Such performances result from 
promptings by the Holy Spirit. Giving 
goes against the grain of natural and 
human inclinations — being the exact op- 
posite of selfishness and greed. 


Members of the Church at Thessalonica 
gave to help people whom they had never 
seen ...in a day when every stranger 
was regarded as an enemy. The Chris- 
tian band reversed the order and demon- 
strated personal concern and brotherly 
love for those to whom they owed no 
obligation, humanly speaking. 


The Holy Spirit moved them to per- 
form a beautiful task for which there 
was no precedent. They were willing to 
deny themselves to relieve needs greater 
than their own. Why this reversal of 
the natural order? The answer is the 
fact that these people had completely 
surrendered themselves to the Lord. Said 
Paul: “They first gave their own selves 
to the Lord.” 


“FOR IF THERE BE FIRST A WILLING 
MIND, IT IS ACCEPTED ACCORDING 
TO THAT A MAN HATH.” 


According to Paul’s letter, the Corinth- 
ian Church had lost some of its Mission- 
ary zeal. It had given more generously 
in the past. For some reason its ardor 
had cooled. The Apostle found it neces- 
sary to admonish and encourage’ mem- 
bers of the congregation to do better — 
both for the sake of the Gospel and their 
own spiritual welfare. He reminded 
them that they were not doing as well 
as they did “a year ago.” 


“Now therefore perform the doing of 
it; that as there was a readiness of 
will, so there may be a performance also 
out of that which ye have.” 





In other words, give as much as you 


EL DEFENSOR HISPANO 


Do you read Spanish? If so, you 
will enjoy seeing sample copies of 
“El Defensor Hispano” (The Span- 


ish Defender) A 16-page, well 
edited Gospel Magazine devoted 
to Evangelism, Missionary work 
and Prophetic instuction. Sample 
copies available without cost. Ad- 
dress ... Missionary Department, 
Defenders Headquarters, Wichita. 


are able . .. neither more nor less. 
Readiness to serve, willingness to help, 
counts more in the sight of God than a 
large gift. The Creator of the universe 
can do much with little. Only five loaves 
and two fishes were required to feed five 
thousand. A rod in the hand of Moses, 
energized by the power of God, became 
an instrument for parting the waves of 
the Red Sea. 


Paul was concerned about the ABIL- 
ITY of the Corinthian Church to give, 
rather than the amount. Our giving 
should be in proportion to what has 
been entrusted to us. Christians are 
stewards. 


Concerning the poor widow, the Lord 
said: “She hath given more than they 
all.” Her gift was infinitesimal, about 
one-eighth of a cent. But the heart at- 
titude, the spiritual motivation responsi- 
ble for the offering, became an inspira- 
tion to the Son of God. And so the 
Apostolic letter contains this clause: 
“Perform ... according to that a man 
hath, and not according to that he hath 
not.” 


“FOR I MEAN NOT THAT OTHER 
MEN BE EASED, AND YE BURDENED.” 


Emphasis is placed upon equality. Ev- 
eryone is expected to do his part. Dis- 
tribution of the burden means distribu- 
tion of the blessing. New Testament 
economy makes no provision for a few 
wealthy men underwriting the operating 
costs of Christ’s Cause in the world. 


Spiritual blessings fall upon rich and 
poor alike. Therefore, both groups should 
help with the Lord’s work. They are 
expected to share burdens and oppor- 
tunities of service, together ... each do- 
ing his best ... each giving his best. 


In the wilderness the greedy ones found 
that their surplus of manna became 
wormy and moldy . . . while those who 
gathered less from day to day had plenty. 





With such equality, the Gospel ministry 
will move forward. 


Paul’s statements on this subject are 
directly to the point: “For I mean not 
that other men be eased, and ye bur- 
dened: But by ap equality that now at 
this time your abundance may be a sup- 
ply for their want, that their abundance 
also may be a supply for your want: that 
there may be equality.” 


* * * 


Therefore ... let us contribute to the 
support of Foreign Missions — spiritual- 
ly, worshipfully, cheerfully, liberally and 
equally. This seems to be the crux of 
Paul’s message to the Corinthians on the 
subject of Missionary advancement. 


“Give, and it shall be given unto you; 
good measure, pressed down, and shaken 
together, and running over, shall men 
give into your bosom. For with the same 
measure that ye mete withal it shall be 
measured to you again.” 








An) $01 PRY 


Although you are so far away, 

I feel today the urge to pray; 

I know not all your burdens there, 

But I know they will lift through prayer. 





And though I can’t take up your load, 
To walk beside you down the road, 

I know I can your sorrow share, 

By pouring out my heart in prayer. 


Thank God for prayer that changes 
things, 

Sweet incense borne on angels’ wings; 

Thank God for surcease from all care, 

For His deliverance through prayer. 


James Dickey Allison 











“Mail your boy or girl, hus- 
band or sweetheart in the 
Service several of these tracts 
of the Gospel in 

A mos’ 
B urning 
C omments, 


Mailed anywhere, 3 for 25c prepaid. | 


If you are not convinced that this tract 
isn’t the soundest, and finest scriptural and 
scientific presentation you have ever read 
your money will be cheerfully refunded.” 


A. D. SCHIFFNER 











521 Park St.. Walla Walla, Wash. 
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THEY WOULD DESTROY OUR 
WAY OF LIFE. By Rev. Kenneth Goff. 
Published by the Author. Pages 48. 
Price 35 cents. 











R. GOFF is today a Preacher of the 

Gospel. For more than three years 
he was a member in good standing of the 
Communist Party of the United States. 
The amazing disclosures contained in this 
book come from first-hand knowledge. 
He includes his letter of resignation, 
written in 1939, upon realizing he had 
made the greatest mistake of his life by 
joining the atheistic and revolutionary 
red organization. 


At that time he wrote Party officials 
as follows: “Three years ago, like many 
other young Americans, I entered the 
Party, believing your aims were for the 
bettering of America, both economically 
and socially, and that you were the true 
defenders of democracy ... Because of 
your un-American ways and your lie of 
so-called defense of democracy, I hereby 
submit my resignation from the Young 
Communist League and the Communist 
Party, to take effect immediately. I shall 
take my stand with those who are fight- 
ing for real Americanism and democracy. 
I know that this is a long and bitter 
fight, and I am enlisted for the duration 
of the war.” 

In five chapters, Mr. Goff paints a pic- 
ture of Communism in its stark hideous- 
ness. He first became intrigued by its 
deceptive and alluring charms at a new 
deal government school. He soon found 
it to be anti-God, anti-Christ and anti- 
Church, yet using certain liberal Preach- 
ers as a means of boring from within. 


Since quitting the Communist Party, 





Mr. Goff says he has received several 
threats against his life. He is said to 
have the most complete collection of 
bonafide documents in existence outside 
Communist organizations—photographic 
copies of some having been reproduced in 
the pages of this book. 





AMERICA, TURN TO CHRIST! By 
Dr. Walter A. Maier. Concordia Pub- 
lishing House. Pages 341. Price $1.75. 











OR more than eleven years the Luth- 

eran Hour has been a weekly broad- 
cast, with Dr. Walter Maier its popular 
speaker. There is no way of calculating 
the wholesome influence of this program 
upon the religious, moral and spiritual 
life of the Nation. This volume contains 
the complete texts of his Sunday ad- 
dresses from Easter to Christmas, 1943. 


Concerning this work, the Author says: 
“Anyone called to broadcast the eternal 
Gospel across the country and far beyond 
its confines to other continents, realizes 
keenly and personally every time he faces 
the microphone that he is nothing, but 
the Holy Spirit is everything. He knows 
that if souls are to be brought to Christ, 
lives changed, sorrowing hearts cheered, 
the enlightening, sustaining, comforting 
Spirit of God alone can perform this 
startling miracle. No one understands 
better than the Author how utterly the 
Lutheran Hour depends on the Father’s 
guidance, the Saviour’s grace, the Spir- 
it’s power; and we disavow entirely ev- 
ery personal recognition. We ask that 
all glory and honor, all thanks and praise 
be given our Triune God.” 


A few of the sermon titles follow: 











EVERY CHURCH MEMBER SHOULD JOIN 
American Christian Benevolent Society—Decorah, Iowa 


A Christian Co-operative Society organized not for profit, but to as- 
sist those who have been bereft of loved ones. 


Death benefits, according to ages, from $100 to $1000. Average cost, 
$1.00 per month. Ministers and others write for terms. 

















“Our Country Needs Christian Homes,” 
“Mothers of America, Turn to Christ!” 
“Christ’s Comfort for the Discouraged,” 
“America, Remember Your God!” “Amer- 
ica, Return to God!” “OQ God, Cleanse 
Our Churches!” “Lord, Teach America To 
Pray!” “Victory Through Thankfulness,” 
“Does Christ’s Word Rule Your Home?” 
and “Workers of America, Worship the 
Christ Child!” 





GOD’‘S CLOCK OF THE BIBLE. By 
Helen Crystal Conrey. Published by 
the Author. Pages 128. Price $1.00. 











ISS Conrey has made a deep study of 

the time aspects of the Bible. She 
concludes that the course of the ages is 
as definitely set to a TIME PATTERN 
as are the hours, days and years of the 
present. 


“We cannot read this pattern wrong 
end to!” says the Introduction. “We 
cannot begin with Revelation, but must 
go back to the very first chapter of the 
Bible and trace these clues through the 
entire course of Holy Writ, sometimes 
allowing the stars, the sciences and his- 
tories to throw additional light upon 
these time references. This in no wise 
means making use of the stars in fortune- 
telling.” 

By drawing upon Scripture and Sci- 
ence — particularly astronomy, the Au- 
thor has worked out a series of striking 
time-tables, and produced a_ treatise 
of extraordinary value. The pages are 
about three times the size of an aver- 
age book, this being necessary in order 
to accommodate the large charts pre- 
sented. Bible students will find delight 
in comparing Miss Conrey’s time figures 
and astronomical deductions with Scrip- 
ture. 





GOD OF THE BIBLE AND OTHER 
GODS. By Dr. Paul E. Kretzmann. 
Concordia Publishing House. Pages 
196. Price $1.50. 











HE field of Comparative Religion has 
been injured during recent decades 
by infiltration of materialistic philoso- 
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phies based upon false claims advanced 
by the evolutionary hypothesis. Modern 
liberal theology regards Christianity as 
the outgrowth of religions preceding it, 
rather than an unique revelation woven 
around the central Person of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


Dr. Kretzmann, on the _ contrary, 
proves that other forms of monotheism— 
the heathen and pagan religions of the 
world, are perversions of the one re- 
vealed in Old and New Testament Scrip- 
tures. He affirms the premise of Paul 
in Romans 1:20-382, that in earliest times 
men knew God, but “professing them- 
selves to be wise, they became fools, and 
changed the glory of the uncorruptible 
God into an image made like to corrupti- 
ble man, and to birds, and fourfooted 
beasts, and creeping things.” This ex- 
plains the origin of idolatry and all 
forms of animal worship. Spiritual dark- 
ness existing in heathen lands results 
from the inescapable law of heredity— 
the sins of the parents visited upon the 
children down across the centuries, Only 
Gospel light can dispel the blackness of 


ithis night! 


The present volume treats. upon the 
Ancient Pagan Religions, the Religions 
of India, The Religions of China and 
Japan, Buddhism, Mohammedism, Juda- 
ism, etc. 


The Author is Professor of New Testa- 
ment Exegesis and Comparative Religion 
at Concordia Seminary. He is well known 
as a Christian scholar and student of 
contemporary developments in religious 
thought. 





GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER. 
By Mel T. Rothwell. Boone Publish- 
ing Company. Pages 48. Price 30 
cents. 











PH Boone Company presents another 
portrait of a great character, in its 
Hall of Fame Series. George Washington 
Carver entered this life as the lowliest of 
the lowly, and left it as one of the out- 
standing personalities of his age. 


The puny baby of a poor black slave 
mother, stolen by night-raiders — surely 
no one could have had a more inauspi- 
cious beginning. Yet within that weak 
and sickly body glowed an indomitable 
spirit destined to lift him to heights of 
human achievement . .. and when it 
passed back to God who gave it, the 
body lay in state at Tuskegee chapel. 
Words of appreciation and condolence 


were written and telegraphed from peo- 
ple in all walks of life and all parts of 
the world — kings, presidents, statesmen, 
preachers, missionaries, common citizens, 
Standing room was at a premium during 
the funeral. Across the casket lay a 
beautiful floral gift from Mrs. Henry 
Ford. 


The world lost one of its best friends 
when the body of this Negro scientist 
was laid to rest beneath the grass and 
flowers he loved. The last months of 
his long, fruitful life proved again and 
again that the evening time of earthly 
existence need not be filled with sorrow 
and remorse. His last words were, “YES, 
THEY ARE ALSO PREPARING FOR 
ME IN THE OTHER WORLD.” 


Where other scientists sometimes toiled 
in vain, Dr. Carver prayed and succeed- 
ed. It is said that he saw more through 
the faith-scope that through the micro- 
scope. He used the lowly plants of the 
field to help and enrich human life. More 
than 300 products came through his 
magic from the peanut. He found near- 
ly a hundred products in the sweet potato 
and almost as many in the pecan. He 
possessed spiritual insight into the proc- 
esses of nature. He learned how to take 
various plants apart and put them back 
together in different combinations, to the 
astonishment and delight of persons in- 
terested in his experiments. And all the 
While, the influence of his exemplary life 
was as good for the soul of humanity, 
as his scientific achievements were for 
its material existence. 





CHARLES HADDON SPURGEON. 
By Bessie Olson. Boone Publishing 
Company. Pages 48. Price 30 cents. 














E HAVE before us another book in 

the series of terse biographies being 
released from month to month by the 
Boone Company. Since biography exam- 
ines the triumphs and failures .. . vir- 
tues and weaknesses of persons who 
have done extraordinary things in life, 
it provides both interesting and profit- 
able reading. 


Charles Spurgeon was perhaps the 
best known and most loved Preacher of 
modern times. This neat little volume 
offers a glimpse of the man, examines 
the major events of his life and draws 
several striking lessons which every 
Christian reader will appreciate. 


—tTurn To Page 36. 





Valuable 
BOOKS 


THE GREAT CHRISTIAN PLEDGE 
By Gerald B. Winrod 

Contains three divisions: (1) An analysis of the 
Apostles’ Creed, in which each clause is carefully 
examined, (2) A review of the first ten persecu- 
tions of the early Church, in fulfillment of Revel- 
ation 2:10, and (3) The complete text of Dr. Win- 
rod’s sermon on “The Geology of the Church.” 


Price 50 cents. 








THE PROPHETIC DESTINY OF THE 
UNITED STATES 
By Gerald B. Winrod 


The Prophet Isaiah anticipated the origin and 
development of the United States. He saw our 
Country rise on the horizon of prophecy. This book 
confirms the faith of Bible-believing Christians in 


the destiny of America. ; 
Price 35 cents. 


A PRAYER TO ALMIGHTY GOD IN 
TIME OF WAR 
By Gerald B. Winrod 


One of the most valuable books Dr. Winrod has 
written. Shows the imperative need for a spiritual 
Renaissance in the United States—a rebirth of na- 
tional character. Contains a section dealing with the 
subject, ‘The Far Eastern Crisis Considered Pro- 


etically.” 
senciar ay Price 35 cents. 
THE GREAT RELIGIONS OF THE 
WORLD 


By Gerald B. Winrod 


What are the nine great religions of the world? 
Where did each originate? What do they offer 
their adherents? Wherein is Christianity incom- 
parable? Also contains a section devoted to “Black 


Magic and Occultism.” é 
Price 35 cents. 


WINGS OVER PUERTO RICO 
By Gerald B. Winrod 
A fascinating information, heart-warming mis- 
sionary message. Dr. Winrod wrote this book after 
making three trips to the West Indies. It will bring 
blessing jo the hea of every Christian. 


Price 35 cents. 


MARTIN LUTHER AND THE 
REFORMATION 
By Gerald B. Winrod 


Dr. Winrod acquired the inspiration for this 
book when he visited the birthplace of the Protestant 
Ref. i i b . The Reader is 


taken through more chan fifteen hundred years of 
Church history. F 
Price 35 cents. 





THE RAPTURE OF THE SAINTS 
By Gerald B. Winrod 


The seriousness of the present world situation 
cannot be overestimated. Only the study of 
prophecy offers chart and compass. With this 
thought in mind, the present treatise offers a pan- 
oramic view of end-time prophecy with special em- 
phasis upon the rapture of the saints. 


Price 35 cents. 


(Special Offer: This entire set of books, to 
one address, $2.00.) 
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His was a brilliant career. Yet he 
never sacrificed truth to acquire pop- 
ularity. He has been compared with 
Luther and Knox for his fearless presen- 
tation of the Gospel message. 


It has been said that when God needs 
a man to perform a special task, He 
starts at least three generations in ad- 
vance. Spurgeon was born in 1834, into 
a home of piety, whose ancestors were 
God-fearing, upright, and loyal to the 
tenets of the Christian Faith. His grand- 
father and father were Preachers. His 
mother trained her children with prayer 
and Bible study, bringing them every one 
to a public confession of Christ at an 
early age. Two sons became Preachers 
and one daughter was the wife of a 
Preacher. 


Charles was baptized at the age of 
fourteen. In later years, he wrote a 
book for boys ... and said: “I tell you, 
boys, the day I gave myself up to the 
Lord Jesus, to be His servant, was the 
very best day of my life. Then I began 
to be safe and happy; then I found out 
the secret of living; and had a worthy 
object for my life’s exertions and un- 
failing comfort for life’s troubles.” He 
began to preach shortly after his conver- 
sion, and compressed into forty years of 
ministry the work of a dozen ordinary 
men. 





BIBLE STORIES. Concordia Publish- 
ing House. Pages 218. Price $1.25. 











ERE is a practical textbook for use 

in presenting Bible stories to young 
people. This may be Parochial School, 
Sunday School, Home Instruction, or some 
other place of Christian study and de- 
votion. 





Defender 


The following are some of the attrac- 
tive features of this book: (1) A lesson 
to a page, with a suitable colored picture 
and Scripture text opposite, (2) Uniform 
length of the lessons, (3) Bible text, 
using the Authorized Version, (4) Ex- 
planatory notes, (5) Syllabication and 
accent marks of proper nouns, (6) Direct 
speech in quotation marks, and (7) A 
pronouncing glossary of proper names. 


The Publishers say: “You have here 
but nuggets from the inexhaustible gold- 
mine of the Scriptures, but they are pure 
gold. May they become the lasting prop- 
erty of many young souls, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, accomplish that 
whereto God has sent His word—re- 
pentance, faith, the fear and glory of 


_ God, and salvation.” 





BESIDE QUIET WATERS. Rev. H. 
P. Warren. Zondervan Publishing 
House. Pages 40. Price 35 cents. 








ate best known and most loved Psalm, 

and the one invariably used by Chris- 
tians to comfort others, is the Twenty- 
third —or the Shepherd’s Psalm. Prob- 
ably no other enjoys as many poetical 
and musical settings, or so many writ- 
ten and spoken dissertations. Yet, be- 
lievers continue to welcome new 
thoughts of those who delve into its rich 
treasures and bring forth spiritual 
jewels. 


Mr. Warren divides his presentation 
into eleven meditations, He says: “Many 
of you know this Psalm, but do you know 
the Shepherd? All its promises are of 
no avail until you first of all become a 
Christian. Listen to what the Good 
Shepherd, the Lord Jesus Christ, has to 
say: ‘I am the good shepherd, and know 
my sheep, and am known of mine.’ We 
must conclude that not all sheep are His. 





WHEN SELECTING CHRISTMAS GIFTS—DON’T FORGET 


DAYS TO REMEMBER 
Compiled and Designed by Maude E. Smith 
Each day of the year is listed and there is ample space 
for recording BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, and 
other important occasions — or the space may be used 
as a DAILY DIARY. 





d Scripture- 
ay a number of beautiful poems and seed- 
@ The book is exquisitely illustrated . . . the page pre prefacing the begin- 
ning of each month contains a lovely ‘tine drawing of the FLOWER OF 
THE MONTH togeth 


text for each day of the year, 
thoughts. 


with a sui Scripture verse. 











@ Printed in two colors on lovely ivory antique laid paper. Size: 4% x 
5% inches—168 pages! $1.25 Cloth edition—50c paper edition. 


SERVICE AND SUPPLIES FOR CHRISTIAN WORK 


, 156 Fifth Avenue (D-12) — New York 10, N. Y. 
Send for catalog and list of “GOSPEL SEED” tracts. 
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You are a lost sheep until the Good 
Shepherd finds you and brings you into 
His eternal fold ... After you have been 
saved, you can claim every verse, cvery 
phrase and word in the promises of 
Psalm 23. You can say with David, ‘The 
Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want’.” 





TWO GOSPEL COLOR CLASSICS. 
By Clyde H. Dennis. Good News Pub- 
lishing Company. Pages 32. Price 10 
Cents Each. 











SHORT TALKS ON THE GREAT 
THINGS OF LIFE. Ten terse little ser- 
mons, valuable for young _ people’s 
groups, Sunday School classes, ete. Sug- 
gestive outlines, arranged in a way to 
be quickly assimilated and put to use. 
Typical subjects are as follows: “Fifty 
Years of Looking Down,” “Life From 
Death,” “My Eyes,” “Which Church 
Saves?” “Startling Power,” “A Bahama 
Turtle Story.” Each title is accompanied 
by a suitable illustration prepared by a 
Christian artist. 


* * * 


STORY TIME FOR GIRLS AND 
BOYS. Printed in large type, suitable 
for young children, this book will prove 
of interest to boys and girls in the pri- 
mary grades, The ten stories are illus- 
trated with clever drawings. The titles 
are as follows: “The Story of the Cater- 
pillar,” “Mrs. O’Leary’s Pig,” “The 
Heart House,” “The Only Way Out,” 
“The Chinese River Taxi,” “The Broken 
Clock,” “Free,” “Benny’s Wish,” “Andy’s 
Life is Saved” and “Taste and See.” 





CRIME AND VICE—ITS CAUSES 
AND PREVENTION. By A. O. Opitz. 
Dougherty Press. Pages 52. Price 75 
cents. 











R. OPITZ, a newcomer, into the 

field of religious journalism, has 
made an analysis of certain causes re- 
sponsible for the increase of crime and 
vice during the last three decades, and 
makes suggestions which, if followed, 
will bring about changes for the better. 
He says: “While crime takes up much 
time of our courts and costs a staggering 
sum of money each year (the FBI chief 
places it at $28,500 a minute), this is not 
so important as the characters ruined.” 


Forty-one causes are listed and dis- 
cussed. A number of citizenship tests of 
special value to teachers in the upper 
grades, and parents in helping build bet- 
ter lives, are included. 
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SUNRDAY 


SCHOOL LESSON COMMERTS 








December 17, 1944 
Christian Living At Its Best 
Galatians 5:22-6:10 


OLDEN TEXT: “If we live by the 


Spirit, by the Spirit let us also walk.” 
Galatians 5:25. 











The lesson for last Sunday discussed 
the Christian attitude and conduct in the 
home. This week’s study relates to daily 
life outside the home —#in business and 
social contacts. “Let us also Walk.” 


The story is told of a man who be- 
came converted ... and the family cat 
knew it! Prior to accepting Christ, he 
would invariably kick the cat when walk- 
ing across the porch. Christianity 
changed his walk and made life more tol- 
erable for the helpless little animal. 


1. FRUIT TREES. Jesus succinctly 
expressed a law of nature and gave it 
spiritual application: “A tree is known 
by its fruit. A good tree cannot bring 
forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt 
tree bring forth good fruit.” 


Human beings are like trees. Their 
fruit is determined by the kind of life 
they possess. It is a law that every form 


of life brings forth “after its kind.” 


“Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs 
of thistles?” Can a Jonathan apple tree 
bear wild crabapples? Can a wild crab- 
apple tree produce Jonathans- No— 
and neither does the spiritual man live 
a carnal life, nor the natural man bring 
forth the fruits of the Spirit. 


Cut off the top of a wild apple tree, 
graft in a bud from a Jonathan, and it 
will produce Jonathan apples. Let the 
“flesh with the affections and lusts (the 
old man of sin) be crucified (cut off), 
and replaced by the Spirit of Christ... 
and that life will no longer bear the foul 
fruits enumerated in Galatians 5:19-21. 
So it is a matter of biology rather than 
Theology. 


2. THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT. 
The Holy Spirit produces nine Christian 
characteristics known as “fruit.” All 
make the individual happier in this life 
—not to mention the life to come. 





Divine inspiration assembles these in 
three separate groups of threes. The 
first includes the inner graces — love, 
joy and peace. Love heads the list, for it 
is the fountain from which the others 
flow. Joy and peace are the natural re- 
sults of Christian love, “This is my com- 
mandment, that ye love one another, as 
I have loved you,” said Jesus. 


The second group comprises longsuf- 
fering, gentleness and goodness. These 
have to do with the believer’s outer atti- 
tude toward others. Longsuffering 
means patience — enduring ill treatment 
from others, sustained by love, joy and 
peace. Gentleness encompasses kindness, 
sympathy, understanding and _ helpful- 
ness. Goodness means not only individual 
purity in thought and deed, but the same 
attitude toward others. 


The third group consists of those 
fruits which help the Christian meet the 
problems of life. . . faithfulness, meek- 
ness and self-control. Faithfulness in- 
cludes fidelity and trustworthiness. It 
keeps us going in the face of hardships. 
It makes us dependable, Meekness pre- 
cludes self-conceit and arrogance. Self- 
control means temperance, and more. It 
has been called the gyroscope which 
holds the child of God steady on the 
Christian course, despite the pull of 
temptation and trouble. 


“Against such there is no law.” There 
is a law against the “works of the flesh.” 
There is no law on the statute books of 
God and man which forbids the practice 
of the Christian virtues listed as “the 
fruit of the Spirit.” 


3. FRUITBEARING THE CHRIS- 
TIAN’S BADGE. “Herein is my Father 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so 
shall ye be my disciples.” 


Paul changes the figure and gives us 
a picture of the Christian TAKING A 
WALK WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
“And they that are Christ’s have cruci- 
fied the flesh with the affections and 
lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also 
walk in the Spirit.” It is ludicrous to 
think of dragging along old companions 
of the sinful life (the works of the 
flesh), while enjoying companionship of 
the Holy Spirit. 








The unfruitful fig tree withered. Un- 
fruitful branches are cut off and burned, 
The fruitful Christian becomes more 
fruitful, as he learns to yield to the Holy 
Spirit. 


The true Christian will want to help 
others. “Progress through service,” is a 
good motto. As Christ bore the burden 
of the world’s sin, so we are to fulfill His 
law by helping others. 


Have you had a kindness shown? 
Pass it on, pass it on; 

‘Twas not given for you alone, 
Pass it on, pass it on; 

Let it travel down the years, 

Let it dry another's tears, 

Till in heaven the deed appears, 
Pass it on, pass it on. 


4. A, SIMPLE RULE FOR FRUIT- 
BEARING. If good fruit is desired, 
good seed must be planted. “Whatsvever 
a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” 
Seek happiness by sowing the lusts of 
the flesh — sorrow, suffering, and death 
comprise the harvest. But the seeds of 
the Spirit yield love, joy and peace in 
this world ... and eternal life when the 
final harvest is garnered. 





December 24, 1944 
Ground Of Universal Joy 
Luke 2:8-12; Heb. 1:1-4; I John 1:1-4 


OLDEN TEXT: “Behold, I bring you 
tidings of great joy which shal] be 
to all people.” Luke 2:10. 


1. THE ANNOUNCEMENT TO THE 
SHEPHERDS. The angelic anthem on 
the hills of Bethlehem was the most 
significant and world-shaping proclama- 
tion made to humanity until that time. 
Another glorious message was to be 
heralded thirty-three years later, also by 
an angel: “He is not here, but is risen!” 
Without the Resurrection, man would 
have no hope. The manger of the Christ- 
child became the cradle of the Resurrec- 
tion. 











More than seven hundred years earlier, 
a prophet had written: “But thou Beth- 
lehem Ephratah, though thou be little 


—Turn To Page 38. 
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among the thousands of Judah, yet out 
of thee shall he come forth unto me that 
is to be ruler in Israel, whose goings 
forth have been from of old, from ever- 
lasting.” Micah 5:2. The fulfillment of 
this prophecy was the miracle of the 
ages, for it meant deity would be clothed 
in a garment of human flesh. 


The finite mind cannot conceive the 
magnitude of this event. Faith takes it 
as fact, knowing the Bible is the Word of 
God. Types, symbols and prophecies in- 
dicated the Son of God would become in- 
carnate, born of a virgin as God’s NEW 
CREATION —the second Adam bring- 
ing, not death, but life. He was the “seed 
of the woman,” divinely appointed to 
crush the Serpent. 


Why should God ordain His Son to 
such a mission? The answer is found in 
the beautiful “Song of Solomon.” The 
King, robed in royal splendor and riding 
in his chariot, glimpsed a maiden by the 
roadside. His heart thrilled. But fright- 
ened by his magnificence, she fled. Later, 
the King, disguised as a shepherd lad, 
met and wooed the girl. She accepted his 
attentions, for he was now on her level. 
Having won her love, he took her to the 
palace to reign with him. 


When Jehovah approached humanity 
in His glory, as He did at Sinai, there 
was fear and awe. But when he laid 
aside His majesty, and came in the like- 
ness of man, he was no longer feared. As 
King Solomon journeyed far to win his 
bride . . . so the Eternal Son came to 
earth to win His Bride — the Church. 


2. THE SHEPHERDS HEAR. Two 
accounts of the birth of Jesus are given 
in the Gospels. Matthew gives the record 
from the viewpoint of Joseph, and pre- 
sents Christ as the anticipated King. He 
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does not concern himself with the shep- 
herds, but pictures Him worshipped by 
Wise Men bearing royal gifts, Luke, on 
the other hand, portrays Him by the 
things His mother “kept in her heart.” 
Every aspect of the Lord’s life is given 
in the Gospels. 


One might wonder why shepherds were 
designated to hear the first announce- 
ment of the Saviour’s birth. And why a 
manger was chosen to be His birthplace. 
Lambs are frequently born in mangers 
...and He was the “Lamb of God.” The 
reason for our Lord’s humble entrance 
into this life was given by Mary in the 
Magnificat; “He hath put down the 
mighty from their seats, and exalted 
them of low degree. He has filled the 
hungry with good things.” 


“The angel of the Lord came upon 
them.” He stood beside these shepherds 
while Shekinah glory glowed around 
them. “And they were sore afraid.” Men 
tremble in the presence of the super- 
natural, but there was nothing to fear 
now, because the angelic visitor brought 
GOOD NEWS. Not to the shepherds 
alone, but “it shall be to ALL PEOPLE.” 
This was only the beginning of joy which 
was to be manifest in the earth, all time 
to come. 


The Bible records many instances of 
angelic interest in human affairs. But 
this is the most impressive of all such 
supernatural visitations. This first 
Christmas carol was destined to roll 
down the centuries in a continual paean 
of praise from the hearts of the re- 
deemed, The old, old story, yet ever new. 


Tell me the story of Jesus, 

Write on my heart every word; 
Tell me the story of Jesus, 
Sweetest that ever was heard. 
Tell how the angels in chorus 
Sang as they welcomed His birth, 
“Glory to God in the highest, 
Peace and good tidings to earth.” 


38. THE SHEPHERDS SAW. The 
King of Heaven came to earth as a Babe 
for whom there was “no room in the 
inn.” Never on earth would the Son of 
man have a place of His own to lay His 
head. Among the cattle in the stable, 
with a Manger for a cradle,.a Babe lay 
wrapped in swaddling clothes — gar- 
ments woven by Mary, in which some see 
a fore-token of the linen clothes wherein 
His body was wrapped in the new tomb 
of Joseph of Arimathea. 


“And they came with haste... and 





found the babe lying in a manger. And 
the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all the things that they 
had heard and seen.” 


4. THE LOWLIEST AND THE 
HIGHEST. “Christ Jesus: Who being in 
the form of God, thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God; But made himself 
of no reputation, and took upon him the 
form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men: And being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross. Wherefore God also 
hath highly exalted him, and given him 
a name which is above every name.” 
Phil, 2:5-9. 

God, having revealed Himself to men 
in various ways, consummates the divine 
purpose by sending His Son as the SU- 
PREME REVELATION. 





December 31, 1944 
Courage For The Future 
Matt. 6:13-20; II Pet. 3:14-18; I John 3:1-3 


OLDEN TEXT: “Wherefore, my be- 

loved brethren, be ye stedfast, un- 
movable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labor is not vain in the Lord.” I 
Cor. 15:58. 











For a weary world, desolated by sin 
and torn by suffering, there is only one 
source of strength — God Himself as re- 
vealed through His Son and portrayed in 
the Scriptures. “I am the way, the truth 
and the’ life. No man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me,” said Jesus. All other 
roads lead to destruction. 


The story is told of a group of people 
during the gold rush of 1849, who de- 
cided to follow a shorter, but untried 
route, to California. They had the privil- 
ege of continuing with the guide, who 
was familiar with the long road to the 
south, but in their haste to gain wealth 
refused to do so. The unknown route led 
them to destruction in Death Valley. 
Jesus is the only safe Guide down the 
highway of this earth life. 
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1. THE ONLY WAY. Just prior to 
the incident of this Lesson, Jesus had 
fed a multitude—the performance of 
the most significant miracle recorded in 
the Gospels. Expectancy existed among 
many people that a great temporal king 
was soon to appear. Even the thinking 
of the disciples had been colored by this 
idea. Among the five thousand, fed with 
the loaves and fishes, were revolution- 
aries, who had become infuriated by the 
slaying of John the Baptist. These peo- 
ple saw in this miracle an unprecedented 
opportunity. Here was a Leader who 
could, with a wave of His hand, feed and 
equip an army. With such a King, Rome 
could be quickly overthrown. Even the 
Pharisees would have endorsed Him! 
This trend showed how completely the 
message of the prophets had been mis- 
understood. The spiritual-content of our 
Lord’s teaching was failing to properly 
take root in the hearts of His hearers. 


Jesus withdrew for a time, and when 
found, preached His famous sermon on 
“The Bread of Life.” Upon proclaiming 
Himself the Bread of Life, the leaders 
sneered, calling Him the upstart son of a 
carpenter named Joseph. When He spoke 
of His ascension, many who had been 
disciples turned away. He turned to the 
Twelve and sadly asked: “Will ye also 
go away?” Simon Peter responded with 
another question: “Lord, to whom shall 
we go? thou hast the words of eternal 
life. And we believe and are sure that 
thou art the Christ, the Son of the liv- 
ing God.” 


Withdrawing for a few days rest, and 
to provide time for the high emotional 
tide to recede, Jesus sought to impress 
the faithful few with an understanding 
of His mission in the world .. . thereby 
fortifying them for the approaching 
agony of’ the Cross. To understand the 
significance of the Crucifixion, they 


must apprehend His deity. Hence the 
query as to His identity: “But who say 
YE that I am?” 


This is the greatest question ever 
asked of man. Upon its answer hangs the 
eternal destiny of the individual. Say 
you, as did the Master’s critics, “Is not 
this Jesus, the son of Joseph?” and your 
future will be clothed with blackest 
night. Answer, as did Peter, “Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God,” 
and morning dawns upon your waiting 
soul. 


Although the tomb received the body 
of Jesus, it was powerless to hold Him 
— because of His deity. He tore the bars 
away. He came forth in triumph. “And 
I say unto thee, That thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.” Upon the eternal truth of 
His deity, the Church was built. Peter, 
and all other “little rocks” become part 
of that building, against which the pow- 
ers of Satan and wicked men cannot pre- 
vail, 


To Peter, Jesus made an _ unique 
promise, namely, the privilege of using 
the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. On 
the Day of Pentecost, following the 
Resurrection, Peter delivered the first 
Gospel Sermon. The doors of the King- 
dom were at that time opened to Jews by 
use of the Keys. At a later time Peter 
was privileged to open the doors to the 
Gentiles in the house of the Roman Cen- 
turion Cornelius, The same demonstra- 
tion of power, under the same conditions 
of salvation, were manifested on both 
occasions. 


2. THE COURSE OF TRUE COUR- 
AGE. Peter, writing near the end of his 
life, sought to encourage Christians to 
stand firm in the presence of every temp- 
tation that might come. He admonished 
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them to “grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ,” and to “be diligent that 
ye may be found of him in peace, with- 
out spot, and blameless.” In other words, 
believers are to be ready for the coming 
of the Lord at any moment. His delay 
provides opportunity for men to be 
saved. Hence, we are to witness faith- 
fully until He calls. God’s spiritually- 
minded children will stand firm no mat- 
ter what comes or goes ... because their 
faith is based upon the Invincible One. 


8. COURAGE FACING DEATH. The 
last text of our Lesson (I John 3:1-8) 
emphasizes, that Christ’s followers are 
members of the family of God, “Beloved, 
now are we the sons of God, and it doth 
not yet appear what we shall be: but we 
know that, when he shall appear, WE 
SHALL BE LIKE HIM.” 


To which the believer says a fervent 
Amen! This knowledge and hope takes 
the sting out of death. Oh! glorious 
truth! We shall be like Him. We shall 
be clothed with deathless, diseaseless, 
sinless, stainless bodies — bodies woven 
of the fabric of eternal substance, like 
He brought back with Him from the 
tomb. 


O to be like Thee, O to be like Thee, 

Blessed Redeemer, pure as Thou art. 

Come in Thy fulness, come in Thy 
beauty, 

Plant Thine own image deep in my 
heart. 








WAR TIME TRACTS 


® Timely! 
® Colorful! 
@ Evangelistic! 
@ Soul Winning! 


Chaplain says: “Unsurpassed.” 


P World-wide Monthly 
Copies TRACT CLUB 
Box 1, Spokane 1, Wash. 
AIM: “A Million a Month.” 














... WANTED 


Christian Leaders& Ministers 
Who Have Not Seen 


TABERNACLE HYMNS 


NUMBER FOUR 


* Whatever your official position if your church needs 
New Hymnals send for FREE Sample of this All- 
Purpose book of strong evangelical appeal. This 
offer is made so that every earnest Christian Leader 

may know the power of this truly great “Song 

Book of the Nation” to help turn hearts to God. 


“Without an Equal” 


This unrivalled collection of ‘old favorites” 
new numbers and songs revived to meet 
present evangelical needs is the ripe 
fruit of rich experience. Here you will 

find a full assortment of Redemption, 
Devotional, Second Coming and 
Worship Hymns, Evangelistic 

Songs, Choruses and Children’s 

Numbers. “The grandest book 

I have ever seen in my four- 

teen years in my ministry” jAi2pusit. 
writes a California pastor. 


Pages. Only $55.00 
Read These 


COPY 


gladly sent 
Ministers, Sup- 
erintendents and 
Leaders filling out 
coupon below. 


a hundred, not prepaid 
= 
Unrivaled Features and Advantages 
@ 352 large size pages—new plates, 
clean, legible printing. 
@342 heart-warming numbers— 
hymns and songs that never die. 
@78 new songs, new arrangements 
or revivals. 
@ 95 headings in topical index. 


@25 well chosen union and responsive 
readings—for every season and occasion. 

@7 popular instrumental numbers for 
preludes or postludes. 

@2 binding colors—green and maroon 
—to distinguish ‘“‘home’’ and church 
copies. 


@ 37 topical index listings of Scrip- 
ture Reading —a new feature. 

@ 2 editions—round and shaped notes. 

@ New, low-priced orchestrations, 
available for 29 instruments— in 
quantities only 85c each; single 
copy $1.0C. 








Mail Coupon for FREE Sample 


This new amazing song book represents years of planning and 
research. It embraces a wider range of spiritual experience than 
its famous predecessors and more richly emphasizes the great fun- 
damental truths. 

Compare this All-Purpose book that meets your musical needs 
with any other in musical content or value in materials and binding. 
You will be quickly convinced of its surpassing worth. 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING COMPANY 


328-V4 N. Waller Avenue Chicago 44, Illinois 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO., 

328-V4 N. Waller Avenue, Chicago 44, Illinois 
Gentlemen: Please send me a FREE sample copy of 
“Tabernacle Hymns Number Four” 


Name. 

Addrer 5 
Post Office 
I am CD Pastor, 0 Superintendent, or 
Church and 


tion 








State 











Total 
Membership 





We expect to buy new books. (Give date) 
Pastor’s Name. 
Supt. 




















